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Q.1. Picture of Anglo-Saxon life in Beowulf. 

Ans. Around the year 700 A.D., an unnamed Anglo-Saxon poet 
wrote the epic poem known as "Beowulf." But the society that 
Beowulf portrays as well as the heroic code of honor that 
characterizes a significant portion of the story is a vestige of Anglo-
Saxon culture. 

When Beowulf is read with comprehension, the reader will be 
presented with a panorama of the social and cultural milieu of the 
Saxon times. The actions that the ancestors of the English people 
engaged in during the time period before and during the early 
Christian era have been detailed for the readers. Beowulf is, in fact, 
a critique of life since it reveals human motivations and either 
implies or expresses beliefs on how people ought to behave. 

The epic poem Beowulf enlightens us to the fact that both the Danes 
and the Anglo-Saxons inhabited areas close to the North Sea. They 
were forced to perpetually struggle against the unrelenting powers 
of nature. They put up a lot of effort. The primary activities they 
engaged in were hunting and farming. They had a deep-seated 
aversion to cowardice, placed the utmost value on valor, and 
warmly welcomed heroic spirit. As a result of this, after Beowulf 
triumphed over Grendel, he was honored with a lavish reception, 
and the King showered him with gifts. 

Beowulf's exploits throughout his life are recounted in the epic. 
Regardless of how wonderful his acts were, he left an indelible 
mark on the Anglo-Saxon people. This impression has lasted for a 
long time. Within the Anglo-Saxon society, qualities such as 
bravery, intelligence, inventiveness, and physical power were 
highly regarded. Beowulf exemplifies these qualities in his own acts 
and words during the course of the story, which takes place in a 
variety of settings. 
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The post of King was considered to be the most important and 
influential one at the head of both Germanic and Anglo-Saxon 
societies. He was accompanied by a band of attendants as well as 
the lords and the thanes. In most situations, the monarch would 
take his seat at a vast and well defended mead hall similar to the 
one in Heorot. He was known for delivering justice and being 
attentive to the concerns of his fellow countrymen. 

The usual rule among the kinsmen was that they were loyal and 
obedient to the king. They were obligated to battle for the king, and 
in return, the king was to protect them and provide them rewards 
that were proportional to the value of their service. 

Beowulf exemplifies the qualities of a typical Anglo-Saxon chief 
who is able to assume leadership responsibilities in any 
circumstance. He was a knowledgeable leader who looked out for 
his people. He was an old man when he fought his final battle, yet 
he was willing to put his own life in danger to ensure the protection 
of his own people. Even though he had lost some of the strength he 
had in his younger years, he never lost his fearlessness: Therefore, 
he declared,  

“I mean to stand not run from his shooting flames, 
stand till fate decides.” 

During the time of the Anglo-Saxons, morality was considered to 
be a very essential virtue. Beowulf placed a higher value on his 
morality and virtues than he did on anything else. It was a 
testament to his bravery that he left his homeland in order to 
engage in combat with the savage monster Grendel, who was 
wreaking havoc on the Danes. 

The queens used to hold a significant amount of power in the mead 
hall. The wine was provided to all of her subjects by Wealhtheow, 
the queen of Hrothgar. She was the one who carried the cup. In 
addition, queens would bestow priceless gifts upon any hero who 



 3 History Of English Literature 

served them. Beowulf was then given a flagon of wine, the gold 
vessel with the twisted design, two bracelets, a conslet, and rings by 
Wealhtheow. 

Recreational activities for Anglo-Saxons typically included things 
like swimming, hunting, horse racing, hawking, drinking, and 
feasting. They enjoyed singing and listening to music. There were 
scops who would sing the stories of heroes from the past, and 
everybody got a lot of enjoyment out of listening to those stories. 

The Anglo-Saxons were known for having a serious and gloomy 
outlook on life, which was reflected in their philosophical beliefs. 
The perception of the meaninglessness of life, the unavoidability of 
death, the unpredictability of fate, and the vanity of human 
existence were the fundamental tenets of that particular way of 
looking at life. 

 
 
 
 
 

Q.2. Chaucer as a representative poet of his age. 

Ans. A poet who exemplifies his contemporary civilization in all 
aspects, including art, philosophy, and religion, is referred to as a 
"representative poet." To put it another way, it indicates that a poet 
composes his poetry by observing and depicting the everyday lives 
of the people who live in his society. This includes people of all 
social groups. Geoffrey Chaucer, who lived from 1343 to 1400, is 
regarded as the first prominent representative poet in the annals of 
English literary history. 

Chaucer is a poet who perfectly encapsulates the spirit of his day. 
Every one of his Canterbury Tales is imbued with the sensibility of 
the time in which it was written. The story "The Nun's Priest's Tale" 
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is not an exception to this rule. They provide us with an accurate 
recording of life and ideas during the Middle Ages. They present an 
ironic examination of life in the modern world. Chaucer paints a 
realistic picture of his time period, one that is also historically 
accurate and picturesque. 

The chivalric ideals that pervaded medieval periods are captured in 
Chaucer's poetry. It has been pointed out that Chaucer divides the 
characters he writes about in "The Canterbury Tales" into three 
distinct categories. One of the characters, the knight, is one of the 
ones who exemplifies the spirit of true chivalry, which was a mix of 
love, religion, and bravery throughout the time period of the 
Middle Ages. Over the course of more than fifteen conflicts fought 
for the sake of Christianity, he has emerged victorious. As the 
personification of chivalric principles, Chaucer's knight behaves 
with the utmost decorum at all times. Not only was he good in his 
courtesy, but he was also worthy in his sensible indecision. Now, 
we need to bring up the fact that Chaucer is a representative figure 
because of the way that he maintains interesting chivalry in his 
writings while still keeping up with contemporary times. 

Chaucer was born and raised in a culture that was heavily reliant 
on commercial activity. The second set of characters that Chaucer 
uses in his art of characterization are professionals from the world 
of business, such as merchants, attorneys, and medical 
professionals. The merchant is a classic example of his social class's 
representatives. People from the countryside and city merchants 
have always been the most frequent targets of comedic and satirical 
commentary. In spite of the fact that the physicians and lawyers 
have been harshly satirized, Chaucer seems to let the merchant off 
rather easy. Therefore, the merchants are a symbol of the progress 
that has been made in Chaucerian society. 

The third faction is representative of the church, which operated as 
a pervasive and influential institution all over England. The church 
has descended into a cesspool of wastefulness, corruption, and 
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ostentatious consumerism. The Friar is a merry beggar who gets by 
in life by talking his way through everything. The Pardoner is a 
reprehensible parasite due to the fact that he guarantees the 
sinners a place in heaven in exchange for monetary money. A 
Summoner is another term for a reprehensible individual. The one 
and only exception to this rule is the impoverished parson, who was 
reportedly a follower of Wycliffe and rebelled against the 
corruption that was taking place within the church. Therefore, 
Chaucer has outlined the corrupt society in his "The Canterbury 
Tales," which is nothing more than indicative of the time period. 

Chaucer makes the observation that thousands of people who lived 
in the countryside during the Middle Ages were subjected to 
extreme poverty and hardship. In "The Nun Priest's Tale," Chaucer 
begins the story by describing the hut of a widow who is so 
impoverished that she lives below the bread or poverty line. This 
occurs at the very beginning of the tale. The cottage of the widow 
comprises of only two apartments which have been denoted by the 
phrase ‘bower’ and ‘hall’. The bower serves as a place of rest for the 
widow and her two daughters. People living in the Middle Ages 
were subjected to such levels of destitution and adversity in their 
daily lives. 

Chaucer's writing demonstrates that he had only a hazy 
understanding of the state of the art in medical science. During that 
historical period, people had the misconception that every and all 
bodily condition could be traced back to a specific alignment of the 
planets and stars. Because of this, the doctors had a dual 
perspective on astronomy but did not apply the fundamental 
therapy of medical science. Chaucer has satirized the gold and 
money-loving attitude of the physician who was well-versed in the 
art of curing maladies, but he did not practice medicine with the 
intention of stealing money from naive patients. Chaucer's satire 
may be found in The Canterbury Tales. 
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Therefore, we should acknowledge that Chaucer is the 
personification of the century in which he lived. The main social 
structure is provided by his representation of the three main 
classes, which include the knight, who represents chivalry, the 
clergy, who represent the church, and the workers, who represent 
the poor class. Using these three main classes as building blocks, 
we can reconstruct what life was like in the fourteenth century. 

 
 
 
 

Q.3. Impact of reformation in English Literature. 

Ans. The immoral behaviour and corrupt activities of the Roman 
Catholic Church were the impetus for the Reformation movement, 
which was a watershed moment in the annals of European history 
and was sparked by those institutions. Martin Luther spearheaded 
a movement that had the intention of establishing a new religion 
that would be founded on the scriptures. After a considerable 
amount of time had passed, the English church finally reached a 
point of stability, having previously been in a condition of anarchy 
and disarray. It was during the reign of King Henry VIII that the 
reformation became simultaneously a political, religious, and 
social event. This transformation took place at the same time. A 
massive social and religious upheaval occurred as a result of the 
acknowledgment of the King as the leader of the church, the 
submission of the clergy to the laity, and the distribution of the 
estates and social power of the monasteries among the common 
people. The birth of Protestantism was a direct result of the 
movement that we're talking about. The reformed religion was also 
known as the new religion, and very quickly its impact was felt 
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across a large area in England as well as in other areas of the 
continent. Its origins may be traced back to the late 16th century. 

The Reformation had the consequence of developing a type of 
religion for the common people, notably the middle class. As a 
result, the new faith was accepted by the squires, lawyers, 
merchants, and yeomen. The Reformation also had a significant 
impact on English literature. This movement influenced the 
creation of 'The Authorized Version of the Bible' and 'The Book of 
Common Prayer.' Furthermore, the Reformation ended the 
medieval custom of anonymous authorship. In other words, the 
Reformation resulted in a dramatic shift in people's attitudes 
regarding religion and other connected issues.  

Like the Renaissance before it, the Reformation sparked a new way 
of thinking among the populace, which was reflected in the works 
written in the decades that followed. Henry VIII's reign marks the 
beginning of the Reformation, which reaches its zenith during the 
reign of Elizabeth I. Therefore, its impact on the literature of the 
time period is more pronounced. Spencer's "The Faerie Queene" 
epitomizes the era's most resonant characteristics. Because of its 
moral allegorical nature, "The Faerie Queene" is illustrative of the 
era's particular influence. Later in the Elizabethan era, another 
great poet emerged: John Milton. His intense desire to transform 
society is reflected in his magnum opus, Paradise Lost. 

All subsequent religious and moral upheavals in Europe can trace 
their roots back to the Reformation. This reformation indeed had a 
profound effect on English culture and society. Especially 
noteworthy are the reformation movement and the richness of 
literature that stemmed from its ideas and ideals as well as its 
longstanding traditions and rich culture. 

The factors that led to the Reformation were: 
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Factors attributable to religion include: (1) the Pope's and the 
upper clergy's corrupt money dealings, and (2) the fact that the 
sacraments were often celebrated without any real significance. 

Historically, people studied Hebrew and Greek so that they could 
read the Bible in its original languages. 

Political factors: The kings were expanding their authority over 
their subjects, including against the Pope and the emperor; Some 
monarchs totally severed ties with the Pope when the Reformation 
got underway. 

The cities rebelled against the local lords and prince-bishops 
because of economic reasons. 
 
 
 
 
 

Q.4. Metaphysical poets & their contributions. 

Ans. In his Life of Cowley, Samuel Johnson gave Donne and his 
adherents the moniker "metaphysical poets" for the first time. 
Towards the start of the 17th century, a group of authors who could 
be referred to as the metaphysical poets first appeared. Johnson 
coined the phrase after Dryden called Donne "Affect the 
metaphysics" in a derogatory manner. The vibrant intellectual play, 
the fusion of emotion and playfulness, and a restructuring of the 
many-sidedness of human desire—complex and dramatic, 
uncommon in syntax and imagery—all fall under the heading of 
"Metaphysical" in today's literary criticism. 

Donne's poetic style sparked a significant movement that unlocked 
a significant corpus of poetry in the early 17th century and led to a 
resurrection of the metaphysical poetic heritage in the modern era. 
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Let's now analyze prominent metaphysical poets under the 
headings listed below. 

John Donne: As Albert notes, Donne, the most unique of the 
Elizabethan writers, rebelled against the informality, stock 
imagery, and pastoral tropes of Spenser's followers. He pursued 
vivid nests of expression and thinking reality. "Donne is a poet of 
unusual brilliance because wit, the heart of metaphysical poetry, 
makes him. His thoughts and feelings are created by his very 
genoas. (Legonius) His poetry mostly addresses religious and 
romantic topics, is metaphysical in idea, and is a forceful 
representation of his extremely enduring feelings. It also depicts a 
strong and multifaceted being. 

They are intensely sensual and frequently made more so by the idea 
of passing away. The Anniversary, an Evening Nocturnal on St. 
Lucy's Day, Air and Angels An adjuration: Forbidding One of his 
most popular love poems, Mourning Has Ecstasies, is a romance. 
They all exhibit irregular form and intellectually difficult imagery. 
He regularly used the conceit, a complex metaphor that synthesizes 
seemingly unconnected things or concepts in a compelling way. His 
poetry boldly deviates from the smooth, graceful verse of his day 
due to his intellect, reflection, and use of colloquial speech that may 
not look lyrical but is always singularly exact in meaning and 
connotation. His wit and pretensions cover off his passion, feeling, 
and sexuality. 

Parting lovers are like the legs of a pair of compasses, lovers is a 
spider that "transubstantiates," all of his sick body is a map, his 
doctor is a cosmographer, and death is his south-west discoveries, 
are some of the breath-taking far-fetched and fantastic images used 
by Donne to portray the characteristic and sudden flight of mood 
from the romantic to the spiritual. The religious poetry that make 
up the "Holy Smock" are manifestations of a troubled and deep 
soul. The sonnets are intense and intimate, but they are also 
distinguished by the scholastic learning, wit, and conceits of the 
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love poems. Although Donne did not, as Dryden claimed, "alter the 
metaphysics," there is no doubt that his improved manner of 
thinking added to the literary heritage. Donne had a big impact on 
his disciples; their poetry has lyrical beauty, subjects like love or 
religion, and felicitous meter. 

 

George Herbert, who lived from 1593 to 1633, is well known for the 
devotional poetry The Temple. When compared to Donne, he 
exhibits a straightforward and unhindered devoutness, but his 
typical conceits and the way he combines intellect and feeling 
indicate his metaphysical nature. 

The Retreat and I Saw Eternity the Other Night are two poems by 
Henry Vaughan (1622–95), who was influenced by Donne and 
Herbert and possessed a spirituality. Vaughan was more successful 
with his love poems, but he also had a spiritual appreciation for 
nature. 

Thomas Carew (1598–1639): Thomas Carew's lyrics exhibit 
Donne's influence but yet possess a seriousness and wit all of their 
own. However, his lengthy poem The Raptures is tainted by crude 
language and sensuality. 

Richard Crashaw (1613–49): In his best-written poem, stairs to The 
Temple, Roman Catholic poet Richard Crashaw displays Donne's 
influence. His poetry occasionally contain philosophical themes, 
reflecting his fondness for tragic conceits. His approach is more 
emotive than thoughtful, and his images are more pictorial than 
intellectual. They lack depth of mind, conflict, and tension. 
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Q.5. University wits and their contributions. 

Ans. The University Wits are the playwrights who came before 
William Shakespeare and attended the English universities of 
Oxford and Cambridge. English play in England was founded by 
the University Wits. 

The drama before them was in a fragile and disorganized state. The 
classicalist lacked fire but had shape. The well-known dramatists 
were interested but lacked formal sensibility. As a result, the drama 
was torn between an unformed skill and an unstructured zeal. 

The University Wits group was successful in fusing the zeal of the 
popular dramatists with the traditional understanding of play. 
They brought their poetry, their passion, and their academic 
expertise, providing Shakespeare with an appropriate platform for 
his brilliance. 

Minor celebrities like Thomas Kyd, John Lyly, George Peele, 
Robert Greene, Thomas Lodge, and Christopher Marlowe make up 
the University Wits group. 

The central sun Marlowe served as the center of the University 
Wits. These college students were frequently actors and 
playwrights. They were familiar with the stage and the audience, 
and when they wrote their plays, they kept in mind not just the 
players' roles but also the audience's love of narratives and daring 
displays. 

The University Wits started out as actors before reviving ancient 
plays and eventually going independent. They shared a library of 
resources from which they drew inspiration for their stories and 
characters. 

As a result, we frequently see the same names throughout their 
plays. They embodied the spirit of the Renaissance and had a 
romantic outlook. 



 12 History Of English Literature 

The university wits contributed to the development of the romantic 
comedy, which blossomed in Shakespeare's hands. The courtier 
John Lyly made an important contribution to the development of 
English comedy. His comedies are both romantic and witty. 

George Peele and John Lyly added poetry to dramatic production; 
they made drama poetic. Lyly wrote lighter verse that was well 
suited to expressing lighter sentiments. Peele's poetic wealth made 
drama rich and decorative. 

Peele's comedies are both satirical and humorous. Despite their 
loose plots, the University Wits made some advances in plot 
construction and bringing the various threads of their stories 
together into a perfect whole. 

Robert Greene paved the way for Shakespeare in this regard. 
Additionally, they laid the foundation for William Shakespeare's 
historical plays. 

Shakespeare's "Richard II" was made possible by Christopher 
Marlowe's "Edward II." The University Wits enjoyed reading about 
heroic subjects, such as the lives of legendary people like 
Mohammed and Tamburlaine. Marlowe was responsible for 
elevating the drama's subject matter. He laid the foundation for the 
subsequent calamity. 

The concept of medieval tragedy as a whole was transformed by 
Christopher Marlowe. When it comes to tragedy, the Middle Ages 
think of monarchs and kings, but for Marlowe, it's about the 
individual hero. 

In the tragedy, Marlowe added the idea of struggle and conflict. 
Thus, the University Wits made a significant contribution to 
tragedy as well and paved the way for later dramatists like 
Shakespeare. 
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Marlowe and the other University Wits gave play the traits that 
heroic themes required, including variety, exquisite description, 
lengthy soaring speeches, the handling of violent situations and 
emotions. Marlowe also infused drama with fervor, vehemence, 
and intensity. 

Thomas Kyd popularized the trend of Senecan tragedy showing 
slaughter and brutality on the English stage in "Spanish Tragedy," 
which John Webster later followed with great interest. 

One of the most well-known revenge tragedies in English literature 
is Thomas Kyd's "Spanish Tragedy," which explores a father's 
delayed vengeance for his killed son. 

The famous revenge tragedy and Shakespearean problem play 
"Hamlet" by William Shakespeare included several passages from 
Thomas Kyd's "Spanish Tragedy," also known as "Hieronimo is 
Mad Again." It is significant to note that Shakespeare's "Hamlet" 
addresses the issue of Prince Hamlet seeking retribution for the 
murder of his father. 

The plays of Peele possessed a lot of the charm of Shakespeare's 
plays. Ben Jonson referred to the blank verse as "the powerful line," 
appropriate for the expression of the highest ideas, and it was 
Marlowe who renovated it. Marlowe had truly great poetic talent. 

The University Wits significantly enhanced their ability to 
characterize. Marlowe gave life and reality to characters intended 
for tragedies while skillfully creating characters suitable for love 
comedies. These figures were actual, breathing realities rather than 
puppets controlled by strings. 

The vivacious and forceful characters that Marlowe created, such 
as "Tamburlaine," "Dr. Faustus," and "Jew of Malta," catch our 
attention with their passion and excitement. As a result, the 
University Wits significantly influenced the growth of Elizabethan 
play. 
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Along with their contributions to play, the University Wits in 
general and Lyly in particular made significant contributions to the 
growth of English prose. 

The most valuable contribution Lyly has made to drama is his 
ability to write plays in prose. His plays served as a prelude to "A 
Midsummer Night's Dream" and "As You Like It" by William 
Shakespeare. Lyly is best known for his love prose piece "Euphues," 
which popularized the Euphuistic literary movement in English. 
The University Wits thus played a significant role in the fields of 
drama and prose. 

 
 
 

Q.6. Historical & political background of restoration 
period? 

Ans. One of the most significant times in the history of English 
literature is the Restoration period (1660–1700), when the 
monarchy was restored and the English literary heritage was 
revived. 

Following the death of Charles I, Oliver Cromwell, a puritan leader, 
rose to power during the Commonwealth Period (1649–1660). 
Charles II, Charles I's son, then escaped and fled to France. People 
in England wanted the monarchy once more after Richard 
Cromwell's death, which is why they brought Charles II and 
crowned him king on May 29, 1660. He held onto power until his 
passing in 1685. When James II, a second son of Charles I, came to 
the throne, many Protestants sought to overthrow him because he 
was a Catholic. James II was thus the target of the Glorious 
Revolution in 1688, although he managed to flee to France. It is 
now obvious that the final stage of the Restoration was marked by 
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political turmoil once William III, James II's son-in-law, was 
handed the crown. 

Due to its emphasis on spiritual cleansing, puritanism is seen as the 
essence of the Restoration. 

The phrase "prose and reason" dominated this era. Because the 
people of this era did not accept anything without logical 
justification, even poetry has been produced from a prose and logic 
perspective. This was depicted in the Victorian era by Matthew 
Arnold in his well-known critical essay, "The Study of Poetry." 

Because satire is necessary for society to change, satire and 
criticism are viewed positively. This was a serious issue in the 
Restoration Age. One of the best examples is John Dryden's 
satirical poem, "Absalom and Achitophel." 

The lifestyle of the affluent was the focus of Restoration literature. 
The writers' main concern was with what they did. Even the 
presence of common people is completely absent from Restoration-
era literature. Due to this, English Romanticism emerged in 
English literature later in the Romantic Era (1798–1832). 

Nature and everyday people were completely absent from the 
literature because the urban lifestyle served as the primary source 
of portrayal. This pattern persisted until 1785. Because of this, 
William Wordsworth and S. T. Coleridge embarked on a new 
literary adventure known as the Romantic Age. 

Because it made a significant contribution to the history of English 
literature, we can argue that the restoration age is unique. The 
English People's character had been altered by it. 
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Q.7. Alexander Pope's works & contribution to the neo 
classical age. 

Ans. Alexander Pope's literary output spans a significant amount 
of time, from 1709 to 1743, during which three major phases of his 
composition may be identified. But every phase demonstrates his 
mastery as a writer as well as his creativity. 

 

The Rape of the Lock is a perfect example of Pope's genius as an 
artist and satirist, while A Essay on Criticism proves to be a fine 
collection of literary criticism. The first stage, which is primarily 
the formative but most active literary period of Pope's 
workmanship, consists of several publications, including Pastorals, 
An Essay on Criticism, The Rape of the Lock, The Windsor Forest, 
The Temple of Fame, Verses to the Memory of an unfortunate Lady, 
and many other shorter works. 

 
Pope is primarily shown in the second stage to be a great master of 
translations and commentaries. Shakespeare and John Sheffield's 
writings, as well as the Iliad and the Odyssey, have been annotated 
as part of the literary output of the time. Additionally, this period 
includes the Epistles to Addison and Miscelanies, which contain 
some of Pope's critical writings. 

 

The third stage contains The Dunciad Moral Essays, An Essay on 
Man, Satires and Epistles of Horace Imitated, and Esisttes to 
Arbuthnot, some of Pope's most well-known satirical writings. An 
Essay on Man is a treasure trove of catchphrases and epigrams in 
the English language, and The Dunciad is a fantastic satire on the 
literary men of the day. 
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Early works by Pope are renowned for their flawless metrical 
elegance as well as a few enjoyable fanciful moments. An Essay on 
Criticism, one of his best works, includes little creative insight. It 
encapsulates the principles of poetry as initially taught by Horace 
and the classicalists of the seventeenth century. It demonstrates 
Pope's painstaking attention to logic, the natural world, and 
poetry's humor. Here, Pope's heroic couplet is honed, razor-sharp, 
and diametrically opposed. Widson Forest is a significant 
improvement over the earlier Pastorals and contains some 
excellent moments. These, however, are copies of Roman authors 
like Virgil and Theocritus. They are unnatural and rigid. 

 
The Rape of the Lock, a poem commemorating in witty and 
passionate mock heroic verse the exploits of a certain Lord Petre 
who had chopped a lock from the hair of the lovely Arabella 
Fermore, saw publication in its initial draft by Pope in 1712. The 
poem is notable for expressing the artificial life of the age-the life 
of cards, parties, toilets, lapdogs, tea-drinking, snuff-taking, and 
idle vanities. We may concur with Dr. Johnson that "The Rape of 
the Lock is the most airy, most ingenious and the most delightful 
of all Pope's compositions." It signifies the superiority of satirical 
heroic art. The epic devices of invocation, paranormal forces, epic 
combat, underground ascent, etc. are all present. The epic has 
received the most imitators. The humor is created by the 
juxtaposition between the light subject and the majestic manner. 
The conflict between the two families is resolved and made fun of. 

 

Pope received both renown and financial gain through his 
translation of Homer's Iliad. The success of the book was due to 
Pope's interpretation of Homer in the sophisticated artificial 
language of his day. Pope also transcribed the second half of the 
Odyssey. 
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The Dunciad, Pope's subsequent work, was a satire on his 
competitors. It is a complex parody of the dummies of Pope's era—
the bad poets, pedants, and pretentious critics. Theobald, who 
critiqued his edition of Shakespeare, was his principal aim. Pope is 
the host of amateur authors. This poem has a piercing wit, vigor, 
and variety of pace, but it is also sometimes hateful and vulgar. 

 

Pope defends moral evil in his poem "An Essay on Man," which 
consists of four epistles. However, the work is influenced by his 
acquaintances, particularly Lord Bolingbroke. In addition to “To 
Lord Bathurst, Of the Use of Riches, Of the Knowledge and 
Characters of Men, and Of the Characters of Women”, other “Moral 
Essays” are philosophical poems. 

 
The epistles and satires that Pope wrote in imitation of Horace are 
the best of his later writings. He criticizes many of his 
contemporaries, including Hervey, Halifax, Theobald, and others 
in Epistles to Dr. Arbuthnot. He exaggerates his accomplishments. 
Despite being a Horatian satire, it is comparable to Juvenal in its 
vicious criticism and moral outrage. Brilliant portraits of Lord 
Hervey and Addison can be found there. Here, his couplet 
combines all of its previous power with a certain amount of fresh 
ease and versatility. 

 
Pope embodies several crucial characteristics of his time. He 
modeled his style after the ancients and insisted on strictly 
adhering to the norms of poetry in line with the spirit of the day. 
He has mastered the clean, condensed, and epigrammatic writing 
style that was the traditional ideal of writing and is a tremendously 
astute and skilled literary artisan. Pope turns even the most formal 
manners in a drawing room into poetry. Pope should be judged as 
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a poet from this perspective—the perspective of flawless 
craftsmanship and a clear, comprehensible, well-written, yet telling 
manner of expression. 

 
Pope's position in English literature is not at all disregarded as a 
Prose writer. His masterful style in the field of English prose is 
amply demonstrated in his Preface to the Iliad, Dedication of the 
Iliad, Preface to the Works of Shakespeare, and Letters. Even 
Matthew Arnold, who has low regard for poetry, admits to his 
genius as a prose writer: "Dryden and Pope are not the classics of 
our poetry; they use the classics of our prose." 

 
Overall, we may claim that Pope is the greatest of England's proper 
and classical poets. He is unquestionably the age's spokesperson. 
Pope is a poet who completely embodies his time and has mastered 
the skill of expressing the sentiment and thought of the age 
inimitable fashion. Pope is recognized as a distinctive instructor. 

 
 
 
 

Q.8. Salient features and characteristics of Romanticism 
in the works of the major romantic poets. 

Ans. The Romantic Era (1798–1832) is a pivotal time in the 
development of English literature. In essence, it is a movement that 
began in 1798 with the release of Lyrical Ballads. William 
Wordsworth collaborated with Samuel Taylor Coleridge to publish 
this book. With the release of this significant book, Romanticism's 
trends were revitalized. Lord Byron, P. B. Shelley, and John Keats 
all adopted the literary traditions of Wordsworth and Coleridge 
during this time period, which is also known as the Revival of 
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Romanticism. The poetry of the Romantic renewal is in opposition 
to pope's Classical Age poetry. The Elizabethan Period served as the 
birthplace of this literary philosophy. 
 
Romanticism is a concept that is difficult to describe precisely. 
because it has been criticized from a wide range of perspectives and 
definitions. Romanticism is "the extraordinary growth of 
imaginative sensibility," according to C.H. Herford. However, the 
most persuasive explanation of Romanticism is provided by a 
distinguished critic. Walter Pater defines it as "Romanticism is the 
adding of strangeness to beauty," while Watts Dunton defines it as 
"Romanticism is the revival of astonishment." One poet is romantic 
because he falls in love; another poet is romantic because he sees a 
ghost; a third poet is romantic because he hears a cuckoo; and a 
fourth poet is romantic because he is at peace with the temple. 

Romanticism is a school of thought that claims classical and neo-
classical principles and restrictions shouldn't apply to art or 
literature. Romanticism has several notable traits or 
characteristics. High levels of creativity, a love of nature that is 
either primitive or spontaneous, an interest in distant places or a 
love of the past, simplicity in speech, and revolutionary fervor are 
among them. Individualism, superstition, subjectivity, 
medievalism, love of liberty and freedom, and predominance of 
poetry are all prevalent themes. Romantic poetry is imaginative 
and inward-looking. Extravagance is often used to describe it. The 
romantics have a lot of creativity. They disagree that writers should 
be truthful, genuine, and earthbound. 

In their boundless and lofty imagination, they search for the ideal 
state for humans. Wordsworth and Keats both wrote imaginative 
poetry. Keats flies to the fantastic world of the nightingale in his 
most beautiful poem, "Ode to a Nightingale," and both poets are 
great lovers of nature. Wordsworth is the high priest of nature, 
worshipper of nature, and he is a mystic and a pantheist in his 
treatment of nature. Keats imagines a hermit alone in the forest 
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cooking something, but he only notices the smoke coming from it 
recoiling. Nature is indeed the spiritual spirit of the heart and soul, 
the nurse, the guide, the guardian. However, Keats' treatment of 
nature is immensely sensual. Romantic poetry is the uncontrolled 
outpouring of intense sentiments. A strong "organic sensitivity" is 
a talent bestowed upon the romantic poet. There is more emotion 
in him than there is. He observes more than is possible. Even 
commonplace events and objects spark his imagination and ignite 
intense feelings in him. Therefore, he is unconcerned with formal 
accuracy or verbal clarity. As a result, there is a great deal of 
ambiguity. For him, substance is more significant than form. 
Wordsworth's philosophic style seems to be incomprehensible. His 
pantheism and mysticism are incredibly enigmatic. 

 

Every work of romantic fiction is arbitrary. It is a manifestation of 
the artist's inner desires. Regulations and laws are not the poet's 
thing. But he freely expresses his feelings. The emphasis is on 
institution and imagination rather than following predetermined 
norms. The poet writes whatever strikes his fancy. He frequently 
engages in extreme excesses. As a result, it has been called erratic 
and wild. The poetry of Wordsworth is entirely subjective. In the 
poems "Tintern Abbey," "Immortality Ode," and "Michael," he 
articulates his own views on nature and childhood. He claimed that 
a child is a powerful prophet and philosopher in "Immortality 
Ode." But in his well-known odes, such as "Ode on a Grecian Urn," 
"Ode to Autumn," or "Ode to a Nightingale," Keats maintains 
objectivity. 

 

The tone of romantic poetry is frequently depressing. A romantic 
might rebel against the status quo. He might have a particular 
fondness for medieval times or the Middle Ages. His poetry clearly 
reflects his interest in the far-off and isolated. He desires the color, 
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pomp, and magic of the past to make him happy. He wants to get 
away from the unpleasant truths of the present. He might try to flee 
into a makeshift fantasy universe. He retreats into the past 
frequently. Keats is a stark illustration of it. He is frequently 
accused of using escapism. He would like to take a flight to the 
fantastical realm of the nightingale in order to escape the harsh 
reality of the outside world. Wordsworth is equally irritated by the 
clamor and bustle of cities and towns. He desires to seek refuge in 
nature as a result. 

The protest against artificiality that characterizes romanticism. It 
symbolizes for straightforwardness of handling and theme. The 
common person and language are used as tools by the romantics. 
They reject the literary expression of poets from the 18th century 
like Pope, Dryden, and others. They reject Heroic Couplet as their 
poetry's primary tool. They employ blank verse, the Spenserian 
Stanza, and ballad meter. They produce sonnets, odes, and lyrics in 
profusion. They emulate the literary movements of Chaucer, 
Spenser, and Milton, whose works were eclipsed in the 18th 
century. They quickly become widely popular. In response, 
Wordsworth raised his voice in opposition to the trite and stilted 
language of the 18th-century classic. He encouraged poets to write 
their works in everyday language. In the "preface to the Lyrical 
Ballads," which is regarded as the Romantic movement's credo, he 
articulated his poetic theory. 

Finally, we can claim that Romanticism in English poetry has given 
rise to a brand-new phenomenon. The protagonists of that 
sensation and excitement are Wordsworth, Coleridge, Lord Byron, 
P.B. Shelley, and John Keats. They nearly exclusively embrace all 
of Romanticism's key elements in their poetry. Coleridge turns 
supernatural things into natural things, whereas Wordsworth turns 
natural things into supernatural ones. There are two notable 
revolutionaries: Byron and Shelley. The Romantic Movement's 
final romantic poet is Keats. His poetry begins sensually and 
concludes contemplatively. He is an accomplished poet. He doesn't 
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strive to make the unbelievable seem credible or the improbable 
seem plausible. However, Wordsworth made believable things 
appear fantastical. 
 
 
 
 
 

Q.9. Major Victorian poets and their contributions as the 
representatives of their age. 

Ans. The Victorian era's poetic temperament did not much alter 
from that of the early 19th century. It carries on the romantic 
heritage with its individualism, imaginative play, appreciation of 
the picturesque, and fascination with the natural world and the 
past. But it undoubtedly developed its own unique personality in 
reaction to the altered political, economic, scientific, and religious 
situations. The Victorian poets lived in a society that looked to them 
for leadership in their day. Democracy gave the world a new face, 
science expelled God from the cosmos, and religion thus had no 
practical use. 

What foundation would England thereafter stand upon? The likes 
of Tennyson, Browning, and Arnold saved her. Each author 
published a statement to convince his readers that the world was 
not going to end because of their doubts, diversions, or concerns. 
The poets also became prophets. Victorian poetry eventually 
tended to be more realistic than romantic. It represents Victorian 
England's voice. 

Science also affected the poet's perspective on nature. He did not 
see any divinity in it, nor did he give it any philosophical meaning 
because he doubted the existence of god himself. Darwin's theory 
of evolution was responsible for this shift in perspective. Nature, 
on the other hand, was found to be "red in tooth and claw." Science 
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had an impact on poetry, which also changed. While the ornate 
style persisted—most notably in Tennyson and the Pre-
Raphaelites—it became more direct than previously. In order to 
achieve beauty within the confines of reason, Victorian poetry 
discarded the simple blooms of language. 

The great poets of this period, Tennyson and Browning, who are 
frequently compared and contrasted; the skeptics, who include 
Arnold, clough, Fitzgerald, and games Thompson; the Pre-
Raphaelites, who were led by D. G. Rossetti as well as "The 
Decadents." Different approaches were used by each to express the 
era's tendencies. Only three prominent representative poets—
Tennyson, Browning, and the wife of Robert Browning and a 
woman poet, Elizabeth Barrett Browning—were chosen here for a 
focused examination of the subject. 

The Lotus Eaters, Ulysses, Break, Break, Break, Locksley Hall, The 
Lady of shallot, The Princess, In memoriam, The charge of the 
Light Brigade, Maud, Idylls of the King, Enoch Arden, and Crossing 
the Bar- are some of Tennyson's more notable poems. He also 
authored other volumes of poetry. They include metrical romances, 
verse stories, theatrical monologues, elegy, and lyrics. His writings 
bring Victorian England back to life. Thus, the princess addresses 
a problem of his time: the status of women in society. 

In Memoriam, an elegy, the competing demands of science and 
religion are attempted to be reconciled. Several poems, including 
The Charge of the Light Brigade, capture the era's patriotic fervor. 
Even the Greek-themed novels The Lotus Eaters and Ulysses, as 
well as the retellings of Arthurian legends in the Idylls of the King, 
paint a picture of Victorian life rather than that of ancient Greece 
or medieval England. The attitude of the time is also reflected in 
Tennyson's depiction of nature. Above all, he was a great rhyming 
experimenter and master artisan. Men and women, Dramatic 
personae, and The Ring and the Book are Robert Browning's best-
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known poetry collections. The poems "Evelyn Hope," "Porphyria's 
Lover," and "My Last Duchess" are among his most recognized. 

The poetry of Elizabeth Barrett Browning can be loosely divided 
into two categories: those that are solely topical in their appeal and 
those that have a more enduring allure. The cry of the children, 
Casa guidi Windows, a blank-verse romance, and Aurora Leigh, a 
Victorian woman's yearning for a place of honor in society, all 
belong to the farmer category. The Sonnets from the Portuguese, a 
collection of 44 sonnets expressing Elizabeth's love for Robert B., 
and the cry of the Human, expressing similar sympathy for the 
oppressed, also belong to this category. They are relatively simple 
in expression and truer to poetry than any of her other poems. They 
are the first set of sonnets in English literature to be addressed by 
a woman to a male, which contributes to their interest. They are her 
sole claim to fame in modern writing. 

 

Q.10. Conflict between science & religion of the Victorian 
period. 

Ans. During Queen Victoria's reign, England acquired odd 
characteristics, some of which were rather paradoxical. While at 
home absorbing the key elements of the Industrial Revolution, 
England established itself as the largest colonial country in the 
second half of the 19th century, coupled with her undeniable 
dominance in international trade. Again, somewhat strangely, 
'progress' became the catchphrase of the day as a result of the 
Enlightenment's liberal humanism worldview. The inevitable 
churning of religious and scientific ideas was present beneath the 
polished surface of British civilization. 

Intriguingly, Erasmus Darwin, a poet and naturalist, was the 
grandfather of Charles Darwin, and he once nearly shocked 
Englishmen by rejecting the idea of the Scale of Being or Ladder of 
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Life, which was derived from the Genesis, in favor of the 
spontaneous origin of life in the ocean's minuscule forms. A few 
years later, Lamarck published his hypothesis, according to which 
different desires caused by environmental changes result in altered 
habits, which then cause the production of new organs and the 
modification or extinction of those that already exist. Ironically, 
opposition to science started from a researcher.  

Catholic and a creationist, Cuvier was against transmutationism. 
He expanded on the "Theory of Catastrophe" or doctrinal 
discontinuity, which is the idea that catastrophic changes in the 
history of the world require supernatural intervention. Sir Charles 
Lyell successfully disproved the discontinuity theory and, thus, the 
theory of special creation. It's interesting to note that Lyell's book 
was one of the items Charles Darwin brought on board the "Beagle" 
and carefully read. The heat of domestic religious debates was felt 
in England while Darwin was on his expedition. 

The 18th century's vast family structure and sufficient Puritanism 
in ethical principles were carried over into the 19th century. The 
Queen had established a tougher code as an example for her court. 
For the influential people of the time, like Gladstone, Shaftsbury, 
and General Gordon, life was dedicated to serving God. Ironically, 
agnostics like Carlyle and Matthew Arnold who had puritan 
outlooks were aggressively attacking people with older religious 
beliefs and ideals. The majority of Victorians practiced Bible-based 
religion, although the Oxford Movement's Anglo-Catholic 
movement also contributed to the development of the puritan way 
of life. Despite having a strong public presence in the middle of the 
19th century, English religion was on shaky ground due to the rapid 
advancement of science, which was calling into question the very 
basis of those religions' beliefs. 

Herbert Spencer actively promoted the notion of evolution before 
The Origin of the Species was published, albeit on a speculative 
basis. The groundbreaking book The Origin of Species, in which 
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Darwin refuted the Lamarckian idea of "necessary evolution," was 
published in 1859. But most importantly, Darwin rejected the 
biblical account of creation as it appears in Genesis and advanced 
the theory that humans evolved and survived through a "Struggle 
for Existence" process. 

The older generation showed up in force to support Bible positions. 
On the other side, the younger generation stepped forward to 
support and push the novel ideas put out by these men. Even at the 
risk of hurting the church, the young men were not afraid to 
challenge religious beliefs. As a result, there were ongoing religious 
debates throughout the 1960s, 1970s, and 1980s. 

The creation of new scientific laws and the application of science to 
daily life underwent tremendous development throughout the 
Victorian era. The latter contributed to changing the physical 
foundation of life and had an impact on the development of the 
human intellect in subtle and undetectable ways. The Darwinian 
theories of "fight for existence" and "survival of the fittest" were 
interpreted by those who supported an individualistic society as 
endorsing the vicious and brutally competitive foundation of 
capitalism. Non-scientific thinkers tend to gravitate toward 
agnosticism in a variety of forms, from skepticism to outright 
atheism. Sometimes it resulted in the denigration of God, as in 
Atlanta in Calydon, or the elevation of man, as in Swinburne's 
Hymn to Man. 

On a broad scale, there was a widespread acceptance of the rule of 
law over all facets of human existence, which is essential for the 
advancement of order. The numerous forms of utopian socialism 
that Owen, Sainte-Simon, and others had proposed as the 
unavoidable alternative to a society based on individuality were 
successfully refuted by scientific skepticism. Karl Marx's analysis of 
the historical development of human society progressively evolved 
into the most significant challenge to the ideology of individualism. 
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This was the most extensive application of scientific thought to 
human life. 

 

 

 

Q.11. Social picture and salient features in modern 
poetry. 

Ans. Poetry from England, Ireland, and the United States are all 
considered to be examples of modern English poetry. At the tail end 
of the Victorian era, we start to see modernist influences creeping 
into poetry. Throughout the course of contemporary history, 
numerous poetic styles emerged. For instance, the modern 
American poet Walt Whitman writes about democracy, the 
nineteenth-century American poet Robert Frost writes about 
nature, William Butler Yeats writes about the problems that Irish 
people face, and T. S. Eliot writes about poetry that is critical of 
society. The tone of criticism and outrage that can be found in 
modern poetry. Thomas Stearns Eliot OM says, 

“The essential advantage of a poet is not to have a 
beautiful world to deal with, it is to be able to see 

beneath both beauty and ugliness, to see the boredom 
and the horror and the glory.” 

Therefore, many modern poets focus on such themes as 
spirituality, the afterlife, nationalism, and the environment. 

The following are some of the most distinctive features of 
contemporary poetry: 

 Compassion for all individuals and veneration of the working 
class. 
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 Modern English poetry often deals with themes of isolation, 
loneliness, frustration, and indecision. 

 Humanitarianism and a commitment to democracy are 
defining features of contemporary English poetry. 

 We find mystical or religious ideas in contemporary poetry. 
 Contemporary English poetry is heavily metaphorical. 
 The modern poet employs a wide range of symbols and 

pictures to convey his or her emotions. 
 Poems written in contemporary English often reflect the 

societal and political unrest of the day. 
 There is a gloomy outlook in much contemporary English 

poetry. It's scathing in its critique of human existence. 
 Poets of the modern era of English literature have a more 

down-to-earth outlook, which is reflected in their work. It 
captures the everyday struggles of its characters authentically. 

 Nature appreciation is a common theme in contemporary 
poetry. While they appreciate the outdoors, their passion is 
different from that of romantics. 

 Likewise distinctive is the manner of modern poetry. Legend, 
allusion, and cross-disciplinary references abound. This has 
led to a more academic tone in contemporary poetry. 

 The language of today's poets is informal and conversational. 

In the same way that Victorian poetry developed as a result of 
romantic poetry. Similarly, modern poetry is a development that 
stemmed from Victorian poetry. To put it another way, 
contemporary poetry is largely influenced by Victorian poetry. Not 
only did modern poets write about societal criticism, but they also 
wrote about nature, mysticism, and spiritualism in their works. In 
point of fact, modern poetry displays a vast range of poetic styles. 
Yeats was a poet who composed works that were romantic, 
patriotic, and spiritual. He wrote about Ireland and the Irish people 
and their fight for independence and democracy in their country. 
Frost is known for his work in regional poetry. He wrote about New 
England, including its landscape, its inhabitants, and the work they 
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did. Whitman wrote about topics like as democracy, the history of 
the United States, and his own personal experiences. In his 
writings, T. S. Eliot explored the status of post-first-world-war 
civilisation. He wrote of the dread and hopelessness that comes 
with war. 

The life experience is depicted as realistically as possible in 
contemporary poetry. The overly sentimental romanticism of 
previous generations of poets gave rise to the present trend of 
realism in poetry. Poets of the modern era are known for their use 
of symbols and imagery to convey ideas such as terror, brutality, 
consumerism, selfishness, loneliness, isolation, and so on. 

It is thought that Dante only visited hell, and that in his Divine 
Comedy, he paints a terrifying depiction of the place. However, 
Baudlair was originally from that region. In his poems, Baudrillard 
paints an image of Paris that is truer to life. Baudrillard is a 
significant contributor to the development of modern English 
poetry. Baudlair had a significant impact on Eliot's writing. As a 
result, contemporary poetry written in English paints a bleak vision 
of life, depicting it as something that exists only in the underworld. 
Some people consider Baudrillard to be the founder of modern 
poetry, while others consider T. S. Eliot to be the founder of modern 
English poetry. 
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