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Heart of Darkness  
Joseph Conrad 

 

 
Joseph Conrad (born Józef Teodor Konrad Korzeniowski, Polish: [ˈjuzɛf tɛˈɔdɔr 
ˈkɔnrat kɔʐɛˈɲɔfskʲi] (listen); 3 December 1857 – 3 August 1924) was a Polish-British 
novelist and short story writer. He is regarded as one of the greatest writers in the 
English language; though he did not speak English fluently until his twenties, he came 
to be regarded a master prose stylist who brought a non-English sensibility into 
English literature. He wrote novels and stories, many in nautical settings, that depict 
crises of human individuality in the midst of what he saw as an indifferent, inscrutable 
and amoral world. 
 
 

Introduction: 
Heart of Darkness (1899) is a novella by Polish-English novelist Joseph Conrad in which 
the sailor Charles Marlow tells his listeners the story of his assignment as steamer captain 
for a Belgian company in the African interior. The novel is widely regarded as a critique 
of European colonial rule in Africa, whilst also examining the themes of power dynamics 
and morality. Although Conrad does not name the river on which most of the narrative 
takes place, at the time of writing the Congo Free State, the location of the large and 
economically important Congo River, was a private colony of Belgium's King Leopold II. 
Marlow is given a text by Kurtz, an ivory trader working on a trading station far up the 
river, who has "gone native" and is the object of Marlow's expedition. 
 

কাহিহি সংক্ষেপঃ 

ইংল্যান্ডের গ্রেভন্ডেন্ডের কান্ডে গ্রেমে নদীন্ডে গ্রনল্ী নামক একটে জাহান্ডজ বন্ডে চাল্ লে মান্ডল্ লা োর 

েহন্ড াগী নাববকন্ডদর কান্ডে োর একটে আইভবর গ্রকাম্পাবনন্ডে বিম-গ্রবান্ডের কযান্ডেন বহন্ডেন্ডব োর 

অবভজ্ঞো ও ঐ জায়গার বববভন্ন ঘেনা েমূন্ডহর বর্ লনা কন্ডরন। গ্রকাম্পাবন গ্রিশন্ডন জাহান্ডজ কন্ডর 

 াওয়ার েময় বকেু ববধ্বস্তোর দৃশয মান্ডল্ লান্ডক আঘাে কন্ডর এবং মান্ডল্ লা এগুন্ডল্ান্ডক বর্ লনা কন্ডরন 

এইভান্ডবেঃ ববশৃঙ্খল্, এখান্ডন গ্রেখান্ডন বববভন্ন  ন্ত্াংশ পন্ড়ে আন্ডে, বনবদলষ্ট েময় পর পর ববধ্বংেী 

ববন্ডফারর্, স্থানীয় জনগর্  ান্ডদর মন্ডনাবল্ গ্রভন্ডে গ্রদয়া হন্ডয়ন্ডে, বশকল্ বদন্ডয় বা াঁধা, আক্ষবরক অন্ডথ ল 

মৃেুয অববধ কাজ করন্ডে, এবং োন্ডদর পান্ডশ একজন আবিকান রক্ষী ইউবনফম ল পন্ড়ে একটে 

রাইন্ডফল্ বনন্ডয় পায়চাবর করন্ডে। এই গ্রিশন্ডন মান্ডল্ লা গ্রকাম্পাবনর প্রধান বহোব রক্ষক কম লকেলার োন্ডথ 

োক্ষাৎ কন্ডর ব বন োন্ডক কুেলজ নান্ডম এক গ্রল্ান্ডকর কথা বন্ডল্ন এবং বযাখযা কন্ডর বন্ডল্ন, গ্র  কুেলজ 

একজন প্রথম গ্রের্ীর প্রবেবনবধ। 

মান্ডল্ লা বনয প্রান্তন্ডরর গভীন্ডর প্রায় ২০০ মাইল্ গ্রহন্ডে গ্রেন্ট্রাল্ গ্রিশন্ডন  ায়, গ্র খান্ডন বেবন গ্র  বিম 

গ্রবান্ডের কযান্ডেন গ্রেটে রাখা আন্ডে। মান্ডল্ লা এটে শুন্ডন খুবই দুেঃখ ভারাক্রান্ত হয় গ্র  োর আগমন্ডনর 

দুই বদন পূন্ডব লই োর বিম গ্রবােটে গ্রভন্ডে গ্রদয়া হয়। মযান্ডনজার োন্ডক জানায় গ্র  োন্ডদরন্ডক বিম 

গ্রবােটে নদীর উৎেমুন্ডখ রাখন্ডে হন্ডব কারর্ গ্রে গুজব শুন্ডনন্ডে গ্র  জরুবর একো গ্রিশন ঝুাঁ বকর মন্ডধয 

বেন্ডল্া এবং কুেলজ অেুস্থ। মান্ডল্ লা োর গ্রকাম্পাবনর গ্রল্াকন্ডদর অল্ে বনন্দাকারী েীথ ল  াত্রী, বহংো এবং 

পরেীকােরোয় পূর্ ল বহন্ডেন্ডব বর্ লনা কন্ডরন,  ারা েকন্ডল্ই গ্রকাম্পাবনর উচ্চ পদ পাবার জনয গ্রচষ্টা 

করন্ডে। নদী গ্রথন্ডক োর বিম গ্রবাে উঠান্ডনার পর মান্ডল্ লা হোশােস্ত হয় এটের টঠক করার েময় বনন্ডয়। 
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এই েমন্ডয়র মন্ডধয মান্ডল্ লা জানন্ডে পান্ডর গ্র  কুেলজন্ডক েদ্ধা করা গ্রো দনূ্ডরর কথা োন্ডক অল্প বা গ্রববশ 

ক্ষবেকর মন্ডন করা হয় (মযান্ডনজান্ডরর দ্বারাই েবন্ডচন্ডয় গ্রববশ মন্ডন করা হয়)। ইনার গ্রিশন্ডন শুধু 

কুেলন্ডজর অবস্থানন্ডকই ইর্ লার গ্রচান্ডখ গ্রদখা হয় না, োন্ডদর আন্ডবগ গ্রদন্ডখ এো মন্ডন হয় গ্র  কুেলজ এই 

পন্ডদর অন্ড াগয, গ্র ন্ডহেু গ্রে োর ইউন্ডরাপীয় েূন্ডত্রর কারন্ডর্ই এই বনন্ডয়াগ গ্রপন্ডয়ন্ডে। 

ভ্রমন্ডর্র শুরুর বদন গ্রথন্ডক কুেলন্ডজর গ্রিশন্ডন গ্র ন্ডে দুই মাে েময় ল্ান্ডগ। জাহান্ডজ বেন্ডল্া মযান্ডনজার, 

বেন বা চারজন "েীথ ল াত্রী" এবং প্রায় ২০ জন নরখাদক  ান্ডদরন্ডক জাহান্ডজর কম লচারী বহন্ডেন্ডব 

োবল্কাভুক্ত করা হয়। 

োরা ইনার গ্রিশন গ্রথন্ডক আে মাইল্ ভাাঁটেন্ডে ঐ রান্ডের জনয ববোম গ্রনয়। েকান্ডল্ গ্রজন্ডগ উন্ডঠ গ্রদন্ডখ 

গ্র  োরা ঘন, োদা েুর্ান্ডর আবৃে হন্ডয় আন্ডে। নদীর েীর গ্রথন্ডক োরা একটে উচ্চ কান্নার আওয়াজ 

শুনন্ডে পায় গ্র টে একটে হহচচপূর্ ল গ্রগাল্ন্ড াগ গ্রথন্ডক আেন্ডে। কন্ডয়ক ঘণ্টা পন্ডর  খন বনরাপন্ডদ 

জাহাজ চাল্ান্ডনা খুবই কষ্টোধয হচ্ছিন্ডল্া েখন োন্ডদর বিমন্ডবােটে বনয প্রান্তর গ্রথন্ডক আো েীর দ্বারা 

আক্রান্ত হয়। েীথ ল  াত্রীরা োন্ডদর উইনন্ডচিার রাইন্ডফল্ বদন্ডয় গ্রঝান্ডপর মন্ডধয গুবল্ কন্ডর। গ্র  স্বন্ডদশী 

গ্রল্াক হাল্ ধন্ডর বেল্ গ্রে হাল্ গ্রেন্ড়ে রাইন্ডফল্ েুন্ডল্ গ্রনয় এবং গুবল্ কন্ডর। মান্ডল্ লা নদীন্ডে অপ্রেযাবশে 

দনূ্ড লাগ এ়োন্ডে হাল্ ধন্ডর। গ্রবান্ডের কাণ্ডাবর একটে বশ লার দ্বারা ববদ্ধ হয় এবং মান্ডল্ লার পান্ডয়র কান্ডে ঢন্ডল্ 

পন্ড়ে। মান্ডল্ লা বারংবার বিন্ডমর বা াঁবশ বাজান্ডে থান্ডক ফন্ডল্, েীর বর্ লর্ বন্ধ হয়। মান্ডল্ লা এবং একজন 

েীথ ল  াত্রী োন্ডদর কাণ্ডাবরন্ডক মারা গ্র ন্ডে গ্রদন্ডখ। মান্ডল্ লা োরপর ঐ েীথ ল  াত্রীন্ডক হাল্ ধরন্ডে বাধয কন্ডর 

 ান্ডে কন্ডর গ্রে োর রক্ত মাখা জেুা জাহান্ডজর উপর েুন্ড়ে গ্রফল্ন্ডে পান্ডর। মান্ডল্ লা মন্ডন কন্ডর 

(ভুল্ভান্ডব) গ্র , কুেলজ মারা গ্রগন্ডে। ফ্ল্যাশ ফরওয়ার্ল এর মাধযন্ডম মান্ডল্ লা ল্ক্ষয কন্ডর গ্র , ইন্টারনযাশনাল্ 

গ্রোোইটে গ্রোোইটে ফর দয োন্ডপ্রশন অফ েযান্ডভজ কািমে কুেলজন্ডক একটে বরন্ডপােল বল্খন্ডে 

বনন্ডয়াগ কন্ডরন্ডে  া গ্রে অল্ঙ্কারপূর্ লভান্ডবই কন্ডরন্ডে। একটে হান্ডে বল্খা গ্রনাে,  া পন্ডর কুেলন্ডজর দ্বারা 

গ্রল্খা হন্ডয়ন্ডে এবং এটে বর্ লনা কন্ডর গ্র , "েব বব লরন্ডক বনমূ লল্ কর!" (পরবেীন্ডে কুেলজ মান্ডল্ লান্ডক 

েবনব লন্ধ অনুন্ডরাধ কন্ডর গ্র  ঐ পুচ্ছস্তকারটের ভাল্ভান্ডব রাখন্ডে)। মান্ডল্ লা ববশ্বাে কন্ডর গ্র , কুেলজন্ডক 

খুাঁজন্ডে এন্ডে গ্র  েব গ্রল্ান্ডকর প্রার্ হাবরন্ডয়ন্ডে োন্ডদর প্রান্ডর্র েমান কুেলজ নয়। একন্ডজা়ো চটেজেুা 

পান্ডয় গ্রদয়ার পন্ডর মান্ডল্ লা আবার হান্ডল্র কান্ডে বফন্ডর আন্ডে এবং পুনরায় হাল্ ধন্ডর। এই েমন্ডয়র মন্ডধয 

মযান্ডনজার গ্রেখান্ডন বেন্ডল্া এবং বফন্ডর  াবার আকাঙ্ক্ষা প্রবল্ভান্ডব বযক্ত কন্ডর। এই েময় ইনার 

গ্রিশন োন্ডদর দৃটষ্ট েীমার মন্ডধয আন্ডে। 

কুেলন্ডজর গ্রিশন্ডন মান্ডল্ লা একজন গ্রল্াকন্ডক গ্রদন্ডখ গ্র  নদীর েীন্ডর দাব়েন্ডয় োর বাহু দুবল্ন্ডয় েীন্ডর 

থামন্ডে বল্ন্ডে। ঐ গ্রল্াকোর অবভবযচ্ছক্ত এবং ভাবভবে এবং োর জামা কাপন্ডরর েব রবেন গ্রজা়ো 

মান্ডল্ লান্ডক ভাাঁন্ড়ের কথা স্মরর্ কবরন্ডয় গ্রদয়। েীথ ল  াত্রীরা,  ারা প্রবল্ভান্ডব েশস্ত্র, কুেলজন্ডক উদ্ধান্ডরর 

কান্ডজ মযান্ডনজান্ডরর রক্ষী বহন্ডেন্ডব কাজ করন্ডে। ভাাঁন্ড়ের মে গ্রদখন্ডে গ্রল্াকটে গ্র  বকনা রাবশয়ান, 

বিমন্ডবান্ডে উন্ডঠ বন্ডে। ঐ রাবশয়ানটে হন্ডি একজন প লেক গ্র  পথ ভুন্ডল্ কুেলন্ডজর কযান্ডম্প চন্ডল্ 

আন্ডে। কথা বােলার মাধযন্ডম মান্ডল্ লা আববষ্কার কন্ডর গ্র , কুেলজ কেো উিৃঙ্খল্ এবং স্বন্ডদশীন্ডদর কান্ডে 

গ্রে কেো পূজনীয়। রাবশয়ান গ্রল্াকটে কুেলন্ডজর বুচ্ছদ্ধর অন্ডনক প্রশংো কন্ডরন। গ্রে গ্রপ্রম, জীবন এবং 

নযায় ববচার েম্পন্ডকল কুেলন্ডজর অন্তদৃলটষ্টরও প্রশংো কন্ডরন এবং মন্ডন কন্ডরন গ্র , কুেলজ একজন কবব। 

রাবশয়ান গ্রল্াকটেন্ডক মন্ডন হয় গ্র ন, কুেলজন্ডক গ্রে পেন্দ কন্ডর োর ক্ষমোর জনয এবং গ্রেো বযবহান্ডর 

োর ইচ্চার জনয। মান্ডল্ লা মন্ডন কন্ডর গ্র , কুেলজ পাগল্ হন্ডয় গ্রগন্ডে। 

বিমন্ডবাে গ্রথন্ডক মান্ডল্ লা গ্রেবল্ন্ডকান্ডপর মাধযন্ডম গ্রিশনটে প লন্ডবক্ষর্ কন্ডর এবং এটে গ্রদন্ডখ ববচ্ছস্মে হয় 

গ্র  গ্রিশন ঘন্ডরর কান্ডে স্বন্ডদশীরা খুাঁটে বনন্ডয় দাব়েন্ডয় আন্ডে। ঘন্ডরর এক গ্রকার্ায় গ্রথন্ডক মযান্ডনজার োর 

েীথ ল  াত্রীেহ আববভূলে হয় এবং োৎক্ষবর্কভান্ডব বানান্ডনা একটে গ্রেচান্ডর কন্ডর কুেলজন্ডক বহন কন্ডর 

বনন্ডয় আন্ডে। এল্াকাটে স্বন্ডদশীন্ডে পূর্ ল হন্ডয় আন্ডে এবং স্পষ্টে োরা  ুন্ডদ্ধর জনয প্রস্তুে। মান্ডল্ লা 

গ্রদখন্ডে পায় গ্র  কুেলজ গ্রেচান্ডর উপর বচৎকার করন্ডে। ঐ েীথ ল  াত্রীরা কুেলজন্ডক বিমান্ডর বনন্ডয় আন্ডে 

এবং োন্ডক একটে কামরায় গ্রশায়ান্ডয় রান্ডখ। একজন েুন্দরী স্বন্ডদশী মবহল্া উপকূল্ বদন্ডয় গ্রহাঁন্ডে আন্ডে 
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এবং বিমান্ডরর পান্ডশ এন্ডে থান্ডম। গ্রে োর বাহুদ্বয় োর মাথার উপন্ডর েুন্ডল্ এবং গ্রঝান্ডপর বভেন্ডর ঢুন্ডক 

পন্ডর। রাবশয়ান গ্রল্াকটে মান্ডল্ লান্ডক জানায় গ্র , কুেলজই বিমান্ডরর উপর আক্রমন্ডর্র বনন্ডদলশ 

বদন্ডয়বেন্ডল্া। রাবশয়ানটে এর পন্ডর একটে বর্টি গ্রনৌন্ডকা গ্রদখায় গ্র টে োর জনয অন্ডপক্ষা করন্ডে এবং 

মন্তবয কন্ডর গ্র , কুেলন্ডজর কববো আবৃবি খুবই আনন্দদায়ক। োরপর মান্ডল্ লা এবং রাবশয়ান আল্াদা 

হন্ডয়  ায়। 

মধয রান্ডের পন্ডর মান্ডল্ লা আববষ্কার কন্ডর গ্র , কুেলজ োর কামরা গ্রেন্ড়ে উপকূন্ডল্ চন্ডল্ গ্রগন্ডে। মান্ডল্ লাও 

উপকূন্ডল্ চন্ডল্ আন্ডে এবং গ্রদন্ডখ গ্র  খুবই দবূ লল্ কুেলজ োর গ্রিশন্ডনর বদন্ডক  াবার গ্রচষ্টা করন্ডে-  বদও 

গ্রে এন্ডো দবূ লল্ বেন্ডল্া না গ্র  স্বন্ডদশীন্ডদর র্াকন্ডে পারন্ডব না। মান্ডল্ লা কুেলন্ডজর এই োংঘাবেক অবস্থার 

প্রশংো কন্ডর এবং কুেলজ  খন আশঙ্কাজনক েুন্ডর বন্ডল্ েখন মান্ডল্ লা োন্ডক থাবমন্ডয় বদন্ডয় বন্ডল্ গ্র  

"ইউন্ডরান্ডপ োর োফল্য গ্র ন্ডকান গ্রক্ষন্ডত্রই বনচ্ছিে কন্ডর", এই েময় কুেলজ অনুমবে গ্রদয় োন্ডক 

বিমান্ডর বফবরন্ডয় বনন্ডে এবং মান্ডল্ লা োন্ডক বিমান্ডর বফন্ডর গ্র ন্ডে োহা য কন্ডর। পন্ডরর বদন োরা োন্ডদর 

প্রস্থান্ডনর জনয প্রস্তুে হয়। ঐ নারী স্বন্ডদশীেহ অনযানয স্বন্ডদশীরা আরও একবার উপকূন্ডল্ এন্ডে জন্ড়ো 

হয় এবং বচৎকার করন্ডে শুরু কন্ডর। মান্ডল্ লা েীথ ল াত্রীন্ডদরন্ডক োন্ডদর রাইন্ডফল্ োক করন্ডে গ্রদন্ডখ 

বিমান্ডরর বা াঁবশ বাজান্ডে থান্ডক  ান্ডে উপকূন্ডল্র বভ়ে েন্নো়ো হন্ডয়  ায়। শুধু ঐ নারীই োর বাহুদ্বয় 

প্রোবরে গ্ররন্ডখ অন়ে থান্ডক। েীথ ল াত্রীরা মুক্তভান্ডব গুবল্ েু়েন্ডে থান্ডক। গ্ররাে োন্ডদরন্ডক খুব দ্রেু বন্ডয় 

বনন্ডয়  ায়। 

কুেলন্ডজর স্বাস্থয আরও খারাপ হয় এবং মান্ডল্ লাও অেুস্থ হন্ডে থান্ডক। বিমন্ডবােটে নষ্ট হন্ডয়  ায় এবং 

এটেন্ডক গ্রমরামে করার কাজ শুরু হয়। এই েমন্ডয় কুেলজ মান্ডল্ লান্ডক একটে েবব েহ বকেু কাগজ-

পন্ডত্রর একটে পযান্ডকে গ্রদয়। কুেলজ মারা  াবার েময় মান্ডল্ লা খুবই দবূ লল্ভান্ডব োন্ডক বফেবফে করন্ডে 

শুন্ডন গ্র  কুেলজ বল্ন্ডেেঃ "The horror! The horror!" 

মান্ডল্ লা গ্রমাম বনবভন্ডয় গ্রদয় এবং এমন ভান কন্ডর গ্র ন বকেুই হয় বন  খন গ্রে অনযানয েীথ ল াত্রীন্ডদর 

োন্ডথ মযান্ডনজারেহ গ্রখন্ডে বন্ডে। অল্প বকেুক্ষর্ পন্ডর মযান্ডনজান্ডরর ভৃেয এন্ডে এবং কন্ডঠার গল্ায় 

জানায় গ্র , জনাব কুেলজ মারা গ্রগন্ডে। পন্ডরর বদন মান্ডল্ লা েীথ ল  াত্রীন্ডদর প্রবে খুবই কম মন্ডনান্ড াগ গ্রদয় 

 খন োরা কদলমাক্ত গন্ডেল "বকেু" কবর বদচ্ছচ্চন্ডল্া। মান্ডল্ লাও খুবই অেুস্থ হন্ডয় পন্ড়ে, এবং গ্রেও প্রায় 

মৃেুযর কাোকাবে চন্ডল্ আন্ডে। 

ইউন্ডরান্ডপ বফন্ডর এন্ডে মান্ডল্ লা বেক্ত হয়। মান্ডল্ লার কান্ডে কুেলজ গ্র  কাগজ-পত্র বদন্ডয়বেন্ডল্া মান্ডল্ লা ো 

গ্রকাম্পাবনর একজন প্রবেবনবধর কান্ডে গ্রফরে গ্রদয়। গ্রকাম্পাবনর প্রবেবনবধ োর দবল্ল্ প্রেযাখযান 

কন্ডরন। অনয একজন গ্রল্াক, গ্র  বকনা মান্ডল্ লার জ্ঞাবে বন্ডল্ দাবী কন্ডর, োন্ডক পাবরবাবরক পত্র েমহূ 

গ্রদয়া হয়। একজন োংবাবদন্ডকর কান্ডে গ্রে "supression of savage custom" প্রকান্ডশর জনয গ্রদয়, 

 বদ োংবাবদক গ্রেটেন্ডক উপ ুক্ত মন্ডন কন্ডরন। েব গ্রশন্ডর্ মান্ডল্ লা কান্ডে বকেু বযচ্ছক্তগে বচটঠ এবং একটে 

গ্রমন্ডয়র েবব থান্ডক গ্র  গ্রমন্ডয়টে বেন্ডল্া কুেলন্ডজর বাগদিা।  খন গ্রে ঐ গ্রমন্ডয়টের োন্ডথ গ্রদখা করন্ডে  ায় 

েখন মান্ডল্ লা গ্রদখন্ডে পায় গ্র , গ্রে কান্ডল্া গ্রপাশাক পবরধান কন্ডর আন্ডে এবং এখন্ডনা কুেলন্ডজর জনয 

গ্রশাক করন্ডে  বদও কুেলজ মারা গ্রগন্ডে এক বেন্ডরর গ্রববশ েময় হন্ডয় গ্রগন্ডে। গ্রে মান্ডল্ লান্ডক গ্রজার কন্ডর 

েন্ডথযর জনয এবং োন্ডক বন্ডল্ গ্র  কুেলজ মারা  াবার আন্ডগ গ্রশর্ বক বন্ডল্ গ্রগন্ডে। অেবস্থ গ্রবাধ কন্ডর 

মান্ডল্ লা বমথযা বন্ডল্ এবং গ্রে গ্রমন্ডয়টেন্ডক বন্ডল্ গ্র  মারা  াবার পূন্ডব ল কুেলন্ডজর গ্রশর্ কথা বেন্ডল্া োর 

(গ্রমন্ডয়টের) নাম। 

 

  

Major Characters: 
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Marlow 

The protagonist of Heart of Darkness. Marlow is philosophical, independent-minded, and 

generally skeptical of those around him. He is also a master storyteller, eloquent and able 

to draw his listeners into his tale. Although Marlow shares many of his fellow Europeans’ 

prejudices, he has seen enough of the world and has encountered enough debased white 

men to make him skeptical of imperialism. 

 

Kurtz 

The chief of the Inner Station and the object of Marlow’s quest. Kurtz is a man of many 

talents—we learn, among other things, that he is a gifted musician and a fine painter—the 

chief of which are his charisma and his ability to lead men. Kurtz is a man who 

understands the power of words, and his writings are marked by an eloquence that 

obscures their horrifying message. Although he remains an enigma even to Marlow, 

Kurtz clearly exerts a powerful influence on the people in his life. His downfall seems to 

be a result of his willingness to ignore the hypocritical rules that govern European 

colonial conduct: Kurtz has “kicked himself loose of the earth” by fraternizing excessively 

with the natives and not keeping up appearances; in so doing, he has become wildly 

successful but has also incurred the wrath of his fellow white men. 

 

General manager 

The chief agent of the Company in its African territory, who runs the Central Station. He 

owes his success to a hardy constitution that allows him to outlive all his competitors. He 

is average in appearance and unremarkable in abilities, but he possesses a strange 

capacity to produce uneasiness in those around him, keeping everyone sufficiently 

unsettled for him to exert his control over them. 

 

Brickmaker 

The brickmaker, whom Marlow also meets at the Central Station, is a favorite of the 

manager and seems to be a kind of corporate spy. He never actually produces any bricks, 

as he is supposedly waiting for some essential element that is never delivered. He is petty 

and conniving and assumes that other people are too. 

 

Chief accountant 

An efficient worker with an incredible habit of dressing up in spotless whites and keeping 

himself absolutely tidy despite the squalor and heat of the Outer Station, where he lives 

and works. He is one of the few colonials who seems to have accomplished anything: he 

has trained a native woman to care for his wardrobe. 

 

Pilgrims 

The bumbling, greedy agents of the Central Station. They carry long wooden staves with 

them everywhere, reminding Marlow of traditional religious travelers. They all want to 
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be appointed to a station so that they can trade for ivory and earn a commission, but none 

of them actually takes any effective steps toward achieving this goal. They are obsessed 

with keeping up a veneer of civilization and proper conduct, and are motivated entirely 

by self-interest. They hate the natives and treat them like animals, although in their greed 

and ridiculousness they appear less than human themselves. 

 

Cannibals 

Natives hired as the crew of the steamer, a surprisingly reasonable and well-tempered 

bunch. Marlow respects their restraint and their calm acceptance of adversity. The leader 

of the group, in particular, seems to be intelligent and capable of ironic reflection upon his 

situation. 

 

Russian trader 

A Russian sailor who has gone into the African interior as the trading representative of a 

Dutch company. He is boyish in appearance and temperament, and seems to exist wholly 

on the glamour of youth and the audacity of adventurousness. His brightly patched 

clothes remind Marlow of a harlequin. He is a devoted disciple of Kurtz’s. 

 

Helmsman 

A young man from the coast trained by Marlow’s predecessor to pilot the steamer. He is a 

serviceable pilot, although Marlow never comes to view him as much more than a 

mechanical part of the boat. He is killed when the steamer is attacked by natives hiding 

on the riverbanks. 

 

Kurtz’s African mistress 

A fiercely beautiful woman loaded with jewelry who appears on the shore when 

Marlow’s steamer arrives at and leaves the Inner Station. She seems to exert an undue 

influence over both Kurtz and the natives around the station, and the Russian trader 

points her out as someone to fear. Like Kurtz, she is an enigma: she never speaks to 

Marlow, and he never learns anything more about her. 

 

Kurtz’s Intended 

Kurtz’s naïve and long-suffering fiancée, whom Marlow goes to visit after Kurtz’s death. 

Her unshakable certainty about Kurtz’s love for her reinforces Marlow’s belief that 

women live in a dream world, well insulated from reality. 

 

Aunt 

Marlow’s doting relative, who secures him a position with the Company. She believes 

firmly in imperialism as a charitable activity that brings civilization and religion to 

suffering, simple savages. She, too, is an example for Marlow of the naïveté and illusions 

of women. 
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The men aboard the Nellie 

Marlow’s friends, who are with him aboard a ship on the Thames at the story’s opening. 

They are the audience for the central story of Heart of Darkness, which Marlow narrates. 

All have been sailors at one time or another, but all now have important jobs ashore and 

have settled into middle-class, middle-aged lives. They represent the kind of man Marlow 

would have likely become had he not gone to Africa: well-meaning and moral but 

ignorant as to a large part of the world beyond England. The narrator in particular seems 

to be shaken by Marlow’s story. He repeatedly comments on its obscurity and Marlow’s 

own mysterious nature. 

 

Fresleven 

Marlow’s predecessor as captain of the steamer. Fresleven, by all accounts a good-

tempered, nonviolent man, was killed in a dispute over some hens, apparently after 

striking a village chief. 

 

 

Q. 01. Discuss the significance of the title Heart of Darkness, [NU. 2009] 

Or, 

How does Conrad explore the different shades of meaning of 'Darkness' in 

Heart of Darkness? [DU. 2002, NU. 2016] 

 

Ans. Heart of Darkness, the title of Conrad's novel, bears tw meanings. One is literal and 

the other symbolical. Literally the title refers to the dark continent of Africa, especially the 

territory know as the Congo. Symbolically, it means the dark region or the sub conscious 

state of human mind which is even more difficult to explore than the exploration of dark 

country like the Congo. 

 

Darkness is suggested by many descriptions of the wild scenery of the thick, almost 

impenetrable jungle from where the natives peer at the intruders from behind the trees in 

a stealthy, and suspicious manner, and even attack them on all a sudden. Marlow refers 

to the great stillness that prevails in the impenetrable forests where the air is warm, thick, 

heavy and sluggish. 

 

The barbarism of the natives and the evil designs of Mr. Kurtz give us an impression of 

darkness. On one occasion, the natives of Cong see Marlow's steamer sailing up the river 

and draw near the riverbank to launch an attack upon the intruders. In the encounter the 

helmsman of the steamer is killed with a spear hurled at him by a native. This attack of 
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the natives is made out of ignorance and on direction from Mr. Kurtz who has become a 

part of the darkness of the Congo. 

 

The phrase "heart of darkness" bears another meaning. Marlow's exploration of the dark 

country is accompanied by an exploration of the depths of his own mind or soul. The 

human mind may also be regarded as a kind of dark continent. The exploration of this 

dark continent is perhaps even more difficult than the exploration of a dark country like 

the Congo. The novel certainly describes a physical journey but at the same time, it is a 

psychological and mystical journey. In many passages of Marlow's narration, he gives us 

glimpses of his own mind. In this connection we may refer to his feelings of isolation in 

the steamer, his reactions to the sufferings of the black men chained with one another and 

each wearing an iron collar around his neck, the ill-treatment of the cannibal crew by the 

white owner of the ship, his reflections on manager of the central station, Brickmaker, and 

finally Mr. Kutz. When Marlow meets Mr. Kurtz he begins to admire him despite his 

demonic character. He remains loyal to him even when he returns to Europe and tells a lie 

to Kurtz's fiancée that his last word was her own name. This loyalty to Mr. Kurtz 

expresses his own response to primitivism and barbarism. This means, if Marlow had 

stayed for sometime longer in the Congo region, he too, would have followed the same 

path of evil as Mr. Kurtz had done. 

 

Thus Heart of Darkness is an exploration not only of a dark continent but also in the sub-

conscious state of the mind, which is also a dark region. Therefore the title of the novel is 

appropriate as it refers to the both kinds of exploration. 

 

 

Q. 02. Discuss the art of narration/narrative technique in Heart of 

Darkness. 

Or, 

Comment on Conrad's narrative technique in Heart Darkness. [T.DU.1991, 

NU. 2015] 

Or. 

Discuss the role of Marlow as a narrator. 

 

Ans. There are two narrators in the novel. The first narrator who remains un-named, 

merely serves to introduce Marlow to us and to acquaint us with some of the essentials of 

Marlow's character and personality. Marlow is described in the beginning by the fire 

narrator as a man having sunken cheeks, a yellow complexion, a straight back, and an 

ascetic aspect. He describes Marlow as sitting cross-legged in the posture of a Buddha 
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preaching in Europe clothes and without a lotus flower. 

 

Conrad's indirect or oblique method of narration is a difficult one which puts a great 

strain upon the memory of the reader. This difficulty is further increased by his use of 

Marlow, a sea captain, as a narrator who comes between the novelist and the reader, and 

serves as a guide and belper, commenting, explaining and illuminating, In fact, it is 

Marlow who enables the novelist to achieve complete objectivity. He helps him dramatise 

the action and compels us to see it through his eyes. Through him the novelist could make 

a number of comments, and speak in various moods which he could not have done 

otherwise. 

 

Conrad like James, is the historian of fine conscience, and Marlow is the evaluator as well 

as the recorder. Marlow is a talkative person and through his numerous digressions, he 

brings in a number of characters and incidents which help us measure up characters like 

Kurtz. It is through him that a multiple point of view is brought to bear upon the 

psychology of Kurtz, and thus we can have a thorough idea of Kurtz's character. 

 

Conrad's sense of impression and suspense enables him to render a life-like story. His 

stories always have dramatic openings. They open at a dramatic moment in the life of the 

central personage, and what has led to the event is unfolded only gradually as the story 

proceeds. Suspense is aroused by focussing attention on some peculiar gesture, look or 

mannerism of the personage concerned, and it was his habit to begin with long 

conversation about his men and women, before they actually appear on the stage. Kurtz 

in Heart of Darkness is perfectly visualized from what is told by him. We never see him in 

action; we see him only dying, and yet we know him very well. 

 

The story of the novel exercises a magic spell upon us. It engages our mind with intensely 

dramatic situations and with its exciting events. What actually upsets the reader is the 

mode of narration. Marlow alone would have been sufficient to distance the reader from 

Conrad. The introduction of another narrator, besides Marlow, is a clumsy device for the 

reader to find the proper meaning of the portrayal of characters in the novel. 

 

 

Q. 03. Analyse Conrad's use of symbols in Heart of Darkness. DU. 2003, 

NU. 2010] 

Or, 

Comment on symbolism in Heart of Darkness.  
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Ans. Heart of Darkness of Joseph Conrad is replete with symbolic suggestions. Right 

from the very title to the end of the novel we get abundant use of symbols. The story is 

based on Marlow's voyage to the Congo region, the dark continent of Africa. But through 

his narrative, as in a parable, Conrad has tried to convey the evasive and elusive truth 

underlying both the historical facts and his personal experiences through powerful 

symbols. 

 

The very title of the novel has a symbolic meaning in addition its literal meaning. The 

literal meaning of the phrase "Heart of Darkness" is the inmost region of the dark country 

known as the Congo but symbolically it refers to the inner most region of a man's mind, 

the dark recess of the sub-conscious state of his mind Marlow's journey to the dark 

continent symbolically means his descent into the depth of his own psyche. 

 

Almost all the characters in Heart of Darkness bear symbolic significances. Mr. Kurtz, for 

example, the protagonist suggests the whiteman's greed for wealth, commercial mentality 

and passion for power. He also represents a penitent sinner as well as a civilized man, 

turned into an evil spirit under the influence of barbarism and savagery. Marlow 

symbolizes the spirit of adventure, love of knowledge, a thoughtful observer of human 

life, a psychologist and a civilized man under the influence of the savage and primitive 

instincts. Among other characters the Manager of the Central Station symbolizes 

inefficiency, spiritual emptiness and barrenness. The Brickmaker, who acts as an informer 

to the Manager, symbolizes cunningness and treachery. The whitemen who are termed 

"Faithless Pilgrims" represent complete absence of faith, moral or belief. They also 

symbolize parasites of the Belgian Trading Company. The 'cannibal crew' who do not kill 

the whitemen in order to eat their flesh in spite of starving badly, symbolize self-restraint. 

 

There are few other symbolical elements such as ivory which signifies whitemen's greed 

for wealth. It is ivory which motivates them to come over the dark region of Congo. On 

account of this greed they do not hesitate to kill even one another. Again many sights 

seen by Marlow in the course of his journey also have symbolic significance. For example, 

the French warships firing aimlessly at the forests, and the rock being blasted with 

gunpowder symbolize futile and aimless action. 

 

Thus Heart of Darkness is replete with various types of symbols. In fact, it is through the 

appropriate use of symbols that Conrad has been able to convey the theme of his novel to 

the readers most effectively. 
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Q. 04. Write on the character and role of Marlow in Heart of Darkness. 

[D.U. 1993, 1999, 2003, NU. 2007, 2009] 

Or, 

What estimate of the character of Marlow have formed from your reading 

of Heart of Darkness?  

 

Ans. Heart of Darkness is largely a record of Conrad's own visit to the Congo and his 

experiences there. In this novel Conrad speaks to us through Marlow. But we should not 

identify Marlow with Conrad, because there are certain vital differences between the two. 

Marlowe is not wholly Conrad but broadly, he is the mouth-piece of the author Conrad 

uses here an oblique or indirect method, the impressionistic technique to bring out the 

complexities of human psyche. 

 

There are two narrators in Heart of Darkness. The first narrator who remains unnamed 

merely serves to introduce Marlow to the reader and to acquaint him with some of the 

essentials of Marlow's character and personality. Marlow is described in the beginning by 

the first narrator as a man having sunken cheeks, a yellow complexion, a straight back, 

and an ascetic aspect. He describes Marlow as sitting cross-legged in the posture of "a 

Buddha preaching in European clothes and without a lotus flower." 

 

Marlow is a superb judge of human character. He can probe deeper into the secret 

motives of people he comes across. He is also able to explore the sub-conscious level of 

his own mind and express it effectively. He can portray exactly and precisely the Manager 

of the Central Station as "nothing within this man." He addresses the Brickmaker as 

"papier-mache Mephistopheles". Regarding Mr. Kurtz he remarks that he is "hollow at the 

core". 

 

Marlow gets a lot of information about Mr. Kurtz from the Accountant, Manager of the 

Central Station, Brickmaker, and mainly from the Russian. On the basis of all these 

information he forms a correct estimate about Mr. Kurtz that he is a man of diabolical 

nature and has taken "a high seat amongst the devils of the land". He appreciates Mr. 

Kurtz for his eloquence and leadership; he serves him a lot during his illness. At the time 

of death he hears Mr. Kurtz exclaiming in terror, "The horror! The horror!". He interprets 

this as a confirmation of Kurtz's moral victory over the evil forces. He feels himself so 

akin to Mr. Kurtz that after his death when he meets Mr. Kurtz's fiancée, he tells her a lie 

on asking for Kurtz's last words; he says it was her name. He tells this lie just with the 

purpose of not making her disillusioned, more sad, and moreover, due to his loyalty to 

Mr. Kurtz even after his death. 
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To sum up Marlow plays a great role in the novel as a narrator, interpreter, observer, 

philosopher and psychologist and in fact, in all these faculties he projects the novelist 

Joseph Conrad himself. 

 

 

 

A Passage to India  

E. M. Froster 

 

 
Edward Morgan Forster OM CH (1 January 1879 – 7 June 1970) was an English author, 
best known for his novels, particularly A Room with a View (1908), Howards End 
(1910) and A Passage to India (1924). 
 

Introduction : 
A Passage to India is a 1924 novel by English author E. M. Forster set against the 
backdrop of the British Raj and the Indian independence movement in the 1920s. It was 
selected as one of the 100 great works of 20th century English literature by the Modern 
Library and won the 1924 James Tait Black Memorial Prize for fiction. Time magazine 
included the novel in its "All Time 100 Novels" list. The novel is based on Forster's 
experiences in India, deriving the title from Walt Whitman's 1870 poem "Passage to India" 
in Leaves of Grass. 
 

কাহিহি সংক্ষেপঃ 

অযান্ডর্ল্া গ্রকান্ডয়ন্ডির্, একজন েরুর্ কুল্ বশবক্ষকা এবং োর বয়কা বনু্ধ বমন্ডেে মরু বিটেশ ইচ্ছেয়ার 

কাল্পবনক শহর চন্দ্রপুর ভ্রমর্ কন্ডর, এবং বল্া হন্ডয় থান্ডক গ্র  এটে ববহান্ডরর উপশহর পােনার বাচ্ছঙ্কপুর 

এর অরু্রূপ। অযান্ডর্ল্া বেদ্ধান্ত বনন্ডে আন্ডে গ্র  গ্রে বমন্ডেে মুন্ডরর গ্রেন্ডল্ বেটে মযাচ্ছজন্ডেে রবন 

বহেল্প গ্রক ববন্ডয় করন্ডব বক না। 

এবদন্ডক, র্ােঃ আচ্ছজজ, েরুর্ ইচ্ছেয়ান মুেবল্ম বচবকৎেক োর দুইজন ইচ্ছেয়ান বনু্ধর োন্ডথ বন্ডে 

খান্ডি এবং আল্াপ করন্ডে গ্র  ইংন্ডরজন্ডদর োন্ডথ োন্ডদর বনু্ধত্ব েম্ভব বকনা এই ববর্ন্ডয়। এই েময় 

গ্রমজর কযান্ডল্োন্ডরর বনকে গ্রথন্ডক আচ্ছজজন্ডক েল্ব করা হয়। গ্রমজর কযান্ডল্োর আচ্ছজন্ডজর 

ঊধ্ব লেন কম লকেলা  ান্ডক আচ্ছজজ ববরক্ত মন্ডন কন্ডর। আচ্ছজজ বনন্ডদলশ অন ুায়ী খুব দ্রেু কযান্ডল্োন্ডরর 

বাংন্ডল্ার বদন্ডক  ায় বকন্তু েো (এক ধরন্ডনর বাহন) গ্রপন্ডে গ্রদরী করায় এবং োয়ান্ডরর েররুটের কারন্ডর্ 

আচ্ছজজ গ্রপৌেন্ডে ববল্ম্ব কন্ডর, ফন্ডল্ গ্রমজর গ্রক্ষান্ডভ আন্ডগই চন্ডল্  ান। 

আচ্ছজজ আশাহে হন্ডয় গ্ররল্ গ্রিশন্ডনর বদন্ডক হা াঁেন্ডে থান্ডক।  খন গ্রে োর বপ্রয় মেচ্ছজদ টে গ্রদন্ডখ 

গ্রেখান্ডন গ্রে প্রন্ডবশ কন্ডর, মেচ্ছজদ টে  বদও জীর্ ল েবুও গঠনচশল্ী েুন্দর। গ্রে একজন ইংন্ডরজ 

মবহল্ান্ডক গ্রদন্ডখ এবং বচৎকার বদন্ডয় োন্ডক এই শুভ স্থানন্ডক অপববত্র না করার জনয বন্ডল্ন। ঐ 

মবহল্াটে, গ্র  বকনা বমন্ডেে মুর, ইচ্ছেয়ানন্ডদর রীবেন্ডক েদ্ধা কন্ডর মেচ্ছজন্ডদ প্রন্ডবন্ডশর পূন্ডব ল জেুা খুন্ডল্ 
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প্রন্ডবশ কন্ডর এবং স্বীকার কন্ডর গ্র  মেচ্ছজন্ডদও ঈশ্বর আন্ডে। আচ্ছজজ োর বযবহান্ডর মুগ্ধ হন্ডয় োর 

োন্ডথ গল্প কন্ডর এবং দুইজন্ডন বনু্ধ হয়। 

বমন্ডেে মরু গ্রেখান গ্রথন্ডক বফন্ডর বিটেশ ক্লান্ডব আন্ডে এবং োর গ্রেন্ডল্ রবন বহেল্ন্ডপর কান্ডে মেচ্ছজন্ডদ 

োর অবভজ্ঞো েম্পন্ডকল বন্ডল্। রবন বহেল্প প্রথন্ডম মন্ডন কন্ডরন গ্র  োর মা একজন ইংন্ডরজ েম্পন্ডকল 

কথা বল্ন্ডে, পন্ডর  খন গ্রে প্রকৃে ঘেনা জানন্ডে পান্ডর েখন গ্রে রুষ্ট হয়। রবন মন্ডন কন্ডর গ্র  োর 

মান্ডয়র উবচে বেন্ডল্া গ্র , গ্রে গ্র  একজন মুেল্মান েম্পন্ডকল কথা বল্ন্ডেন ো আন্ডগই োন্ডক অববহে 

করা। অযান্ডর্ল্াও ইচ্ছেয়ানন্ডদর প্রবে উৎেুক হয়। 

গ্র ন্ডহেু অযান্ডর্ল্া ইচ্ছেয়ানন্ডদর গ্রদখার আকাঙ্ক্ষা প্রকাশ কন্ডর, েযাক্স কান্ডল্ক্টর বমেঃ োরেন অেংখয 

ইচ্ছেয়ান ভদ্রন্ডল্াকন্ডক োর বাব়েন্ডে একটে পাটেলন্ডে দাওয়াে কন্ডর। বকন্তু পাটেলটে একটে গ্রবখাপ্পা কান্ড ল 

পবরর্ে হয়। অযান্ডর্ল্া গ্রেখান্ডন বেবরল্ বফচ্ছডং এর োন্ডথ োক্ষাে কন্ডর, ব বন চন্দ্রপুন্ডর ইচ্ছেয়ানন্ডদর 

জনয েরকার পবরচাবল্ে কন্ডল্ন্ডজর প্রধান বশক্ষক। বফচ্ছডং অযান্ডর্ল্া এবং বমন্ডেে মরুন্ডক চা পাটেলর 

দাওয়াে গ্রদন  ান্ডদর োন্ডথ বহন্দ-ুিাহ্মর্ নারায়র্ গর্ন্ডবাল্ও থাকন্ডব, ব বন কন্ডল্ন্ডজর অধযাপক। 

অযান্ডর্ল্ার অরু্ন্ডরান্ডধ বফচ্ছডং আচ্ছজজন্ডকও ঐ পাটেলন্ডে দাওয়াে কন্ডরন। 

বফচ্ছডং এর চা পাটেলন্ডে েবাই ইচ্ছেয়া েম্পন্ডকল কথা বন্ডল্ এবং আচ্ছজজ এবং বফচ্ছডং আরও অন্তরে 

বনু্ধ হয়। আচ্ছজজ ঐ পাটেলন্ডে অযান্ডর্ল্া এবং বমন্ডেে মুরন্ডক প্রফুল্লোর োন্ডথ মারাবার গুহা গ্রদখান্ডনার 

প্রবেজ্ঞা কন্ডর, গ্র টে হন্ডি একটে দরূবেী একটে জটেল্ গুহা,  া েম্পন্ডকল গ্রল্ান্ডক অন্ডনক কথা বন্ডল্ 

বকন্তু মন্ডন হয় প্রকৃেপন্ডক্ষ গ্রকউই গুহাটে ভ্রমর্ কন্ডর বন। আচ্ছজন্ডজর মারাবান্ডর ভ্রমন্ডর্র প্রবেজ্ঞা ঐ 

ধরন্ডনর প্রবেজ্ঞা  া মানুর্ শুধু বন্ডল্ই থান্ডক বকন্তু রক্ষা করার গ্রকান অবভপ্রায় থান্ডক না। রবন বহেল্প 

োন্ডদর মান্ডঝ এন্ডে রুক্ষভান্ডব োন্ডদর পাটেল গ্রভন্ডে গ্রদন। 

আচ্ছজজ ভুল্ভান্ডব ববশ্বাে কন্ডর গ্র  এই মবহল্া দুইজন বাস্তববকই ক্ষবেকর এবং োর প্রবেজ্ঞা 

টঠকভান্ডব অরু্েরর্ করা উবচে নয় এবং গুহার মন্ডধয ভ্রমন্ডর্র আন্ডয়াজন োর জনয অন্ডনক বযন্ডয়র 

বযাপার। বফচ্ছডং এবং গর্ন্ডবাল্ও োন্ডদর োন্ডথ একন্ডত্র  াওয়ার কথা বেন্ডল্া বকন্তু োরা েটঠক েমন্ডয় 

গ্রেন ধরন্ডে পান্ডর না। 

আচ্ছজজ এবং ইংন্ডরজ দুই মবহল্া গুহা ভ্রমর্ শুরু কন্ডর। প্রথম গুহায় গ্রঢাকার পর বমন্ডেে মুর 

গ্রকানমন্ডে ক্লযােন্ডফাববয়া (claustrophobia- আবদ্ধ স্থান েম্পন্ডকল অস্বাভাববক ভীবে) দমন কন্ডর 

কারর্ গুহাটে বেন্ডল্া অন্ধকার এবং আচ্ছজন্ডজর অরু্চর োন্ডক অরু্েরর্ কন্ডর বভেন্ডর  াচ্ছিন্ডল্া। 

গ্রল্াকজন্ডনর প্রবল্ চাপ োর প্রায় শ্বােন্ডরাধ কন্ডর গ্রফন্ডল্বেন্ডল্া। বকন্তু ক্লযােন্ডফাববয়ার গ্রচন্ডয় প্রবেধ্ববন 

বেন্ডল্া গ্রববশ মারাত্মক। প্রবেধ্ববনটে েবেময় “বুযম” শন্ডের মে গ্রশানাচ্ছিল্। বমন্ডেে মরু প্রবেধ্ববন 

দ্বারা ববরক্ত হন্ডয় গুহার আরও োমন্ডন আগান্ডে অস্বীকৃবে জানায়। েুেরাং আচ্ছজজ এবং অযান্ডর্ল্া 

োন্ডদর োন্ডথ একজন স্থানীয় বনন্ডদলশক বনন্ডয় পরবেী গুহা গুন্ডল্ান্ডে গ্র ন্ডে থান্ডক। 

গ্র ন্ডহেু আচ্ছজজ অযান্ডর্ল্ান্ডক পাহান্ড়ের োমন্ডনর বদন্ডক গ্র ন্ডে োহা য করবেন্ডল্া, অযান্ডর্ল্া েরল্ভান্ডব 

আচ্ছজজন্ডক চ্ছজন্ডজ্ঞে কন্ডর গ্র  োর এন্ডকর অবধক স্ত্রী আন্ডে বক না। অযান্ডর্ল্ার অপ্রেযাবশে মন্তন্ডবয 

ববভ্রান্ত হন্ডয় আচ্ছজজ অনয একো গুহায় েন্ডর আন্ডে বনন্ডজন্ডক শান্ত করার জনয।  খন গ্রে গ্রবর হন্ডয় 

এন্ডে গ্রে গাইর্ন্ডক একাকী গুহার বাইন্ডর বন্ডে থাকন্ডে গ্রদন্ডখ। গাইর্ আচ্ছজজন্ডক বন্ডল্ গ্র  অযান্ডর্ল্া 

বনন্ডজই একো গুহার মন্ডধয একা ঢুন্ডকন্ডে। আচ্ছজজ োন্ডক খুন্ডজ বকন্তু বযথ ল হয়। অযান্ডর্ল্া হাবরন্ডয় 

বগন্ডয়ন্ডে এই বেদ্ধান্ত বনন্ডয় গ্রে গাইর্ন্ডক প্রহার কন্ডর ফন্ডল্ গাইর্ পাবল্ন্ডয়  ায়। আচ্ছজজ আবান্ডরা 

োন্ডক খুন্ডজ এবং গ্রদন্ডখ গ্র  অযান্ডর্ল্ার দরূবীক্ষর্  ন্ত্টে গ্রভন্ডে পন্ড়ে আন্ডে। গ্রে গ্রেগুবল্ন্ডক োর 

পন্ডকন্ডে েুন্ডল্ গ্রনয়। 

োরপর আচ্ছজজ পাহান্ড়ের বনন্ডচর বদন্ডক োকায় এবং গ্রদন্ডখ গ্র  অযান্ডর্ল্া বমন্ডেে গ্রর্ন্ডরন্ডকর োন্ডথ 

কথা বল্ন্ডে। বমন্ডেে গ্রর্ন্ডরক একজন ইংন্ডরজ মবহল্া ব বন বফচ্ছডং এর োন্ডথ গাব়েন্ডে এন্ডেন্ডেন। 

আচ্ছজজ পাহা়ে গ্রথন্ডক গ্রদৌন্ড়ে নান্ডম এবং বফচ্ছডংন্ডক আকচ্ছস্মকভান্ডব অবভবাদন জানায়, বকন্তু বমে 
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গ্রর্ন্ডরক এবং অযান্ডর্ল্া গ্রকান বযাখযা না বদন্ডয়ই গাব়েন্ডে চন্ডল্  ান। বফচ্ছডং, বমন্ডেে মরু এবং আচ্ছজজ 

গ্রেন্ডন চন্দ্রপুর আন্ডেন। 

োরপরই দুদলশা পবেে হয়। র্ােঃ আচ্ছজজন্ডক গ্রেফোর করা হয় এবং অবভন্ড াগ করা হয় গ্র  গুহার 

মন্ডধয গ্রে অযান্ডর্ল্ান্ডক অশাল্ীনভান্ডব আক্রমর্ কন্ডরন্ডে। অযান্ডর্ল্া বিটেশ কেৃলপন্ডক্ষর কান্ডে ঐ ঘেনা 

েম্পন্ডকল অবভন্ড াগ কন্ডর। 

আচ্ছজন্ডজর ববচারাধীন েময়কান্ডল্ বিটেশ এবং ইচ্ছেয়ানন্ডদর মন্ডধয জাবেগে উন্ডিজনা বা়েন্ডে থান্ডক। 

অযান্ডর্ল্া আচ্ছজজন্ডক শুধুমাত্র এই বন্ডল্ অবভন্ড াগ কন্ডর গ্র  “আচ্ছজজ োন্ডক স্পশ ল করার গ্রচষ্টা 

কন্ডরবেন্ডল্া। অযান্ডর্ল্া বন্ডল্ গ্র  আচ্ছজজ োন্ডক অরু্েরর্ কন্ডরবেন্ডল্া এবং োন্ডক আাঁকব়েন্ডয় ধরার গ্রচষ্টা 

কন্ডরবেন্ডল্া। ফন্ডল্ গ্রে োর দরূবীক্ষর্  ন্ত্ আচ্ছজন্ডজর বদন্ডক েুন্ড়ে গ্রমন্ডর োন্ডক প্রবেহে কন্ডর। অযান্ডর্ল্া 

স্মরর্ কন্ডর গ্র  আচ্ছজজ ভাো ফাবল্ কাচ েুন্ডল্ গ্রনয় এবং এই েময় অযান্ডর্ল্া গ্রবর হন্ডয় আেন্ডে েক্ষম 

হয়। আচ্ছজন্ডজর কান্ডে ঐ দরূবীক্ষর্  ন্ডন্ত্র ভাো কাাঁচগুন্ডল্াই এখন বিটেশন্ডদর একমাত্র প্রমার্। 

এো়োও বিটেশরা ববশ্বাে কন্ডর গ্র  আচ্ছজজ প্রকৃেই অপরাধী। েব বিটেশরা মন্ডন কন্ডর গ্র  শযাম বন্ডর্ লর 

েকল্ গ্রল্ান্ডকরই গ্রশ্বে বন্ডর্ লর নারীন্ডদর প্রবে গ্র ৌন ল্াল্ো থান্ডক। োরা স্তব্ধ হন্ডয়  ায়  খন বফচ্ছডং 

দাবব কন্ডর গ্র  আচ্ছজজ বনন্ডদলার্। বফচ্ছডংন্ডক েযাগ করা হয় এবং বনন্দা করা হয় ববশ্বােঘােক বহন্ডেন্ডব। 

বকন্তু ইচ্ছেয়ানরা বফচ্ছডংন্ডক স্বাগে জানায় কারর্ োরা মন্ডন কন্ডর গ্র  আচ্ছজন্ডজর ববরুন্ডদ্ধ গ্র  

অবভন্ড াগ আনা হন্ডয়ন্ডে ো েমূ্পর্ ল ভুয়া এবং এটে করা হন্ডয়ন্ডে োন্ডদর েম্প্রদান্ডয়র েুনামন্ডক ধ্বংে 

করন্ডে। 

ববচান্ডরর চল্াকাল্ীন েপ্তান্ডহ বমন্ডেে মুর অপ্রেযাবশেভান্ডব উদােীন এবং বখেবখন্ডে হন্ডয়  ায়। মন্ডন হয় 

গ্র ন গুহার গ্রভেন্ডর োর অবভজ্ঞো মনুর্যন্ডত্বর উপর োর গ্র  ববশ্বাে বেন্ডল্া ো ধ্বংে কন্ডর।  বদও 

বফচ্ছডন্ডয়র মে গ্রেও ববশ্বাে কন্ডর গ্র  আচ্ছজজ বনন্ডদলার্ বকন্তু োর জনয বকেুই করন্ডে পান্ডর না। রবন 

 খন বুঝন্ডে পান্ডর গ্র  োর মা আচ্ছজজ েম্পন্ডকল ইবেবাচক ধারর্া গ্রপার্র্ কন্ডর েখন গ্রে গ্রনৌ জাহান্ডজ 

কন্ডর োর মার ইংল্যান্ডে  াবার বযবস্থা কন্ডরন  ান্ডে গ্রে আচ্ছজন্ডজর পন্ডক্ষ োক্ষী বদন্ডে না পান্ডর। 

বমন্ডেে মরু  াত্রা পন্ডথই মারা  ান। বমন্ডেে মুন্ডরর অরু্পবস্থবে আচ্ছজন্ডজর ববচান্ডরর অনযেম কারর্ 

হন্ডয় দ্বারায়। আচ্ছজন্ডজর পন্ডক্ষর উবকল্ বন্ডল্ন গ্র   বদ বমন্ডেে মুর উপবস্থে থাকন্ডেন েন্ডব শুধুমাত্র 

োর োক্ষীই আচ্ছজজন্ডক বনন্ডদলার্ প্রমার্ করন্ডে পারে। 

জ্বর এবং কাাঁদার পন্ড়ে অযান্ডর্ল্া আচ্ছজন্ডজর অপরাধ বনন্ডয় বদ্বধাদ্বন্দরবরন্ডব পন্ড়ে  ান। ববচান্ডরর েময় 

চূ়োন্তভান্ডব অযান্ডর্ল্ান্ডক চ্ছজন্ডজ্ঞে করা হয় গ্র  আচ্ছজজ োন্ডক গ্র ৌন আক্রমর্ কন্ডরবেন্ডল্া বকনা। গ্রে 

প্রবেউির গ্রদবার পূন্ডব ল বচন্তা করার জনয বকেু েময় গ্রচন্ডয় গ্রনয়। ঐ েময় অযান্ডর্ল্া গুহার একটে দৃশয 

গ্রদন্ডখ এবং বুঝন্ডে পান্ডর গ্র  বমন্ডেে মুন্ডরর মে গ্রেও ঐ একই ধরন্ডনর মানবেক আঘাে গ্রপন্ডয়বেন্ডল্া। 

গুহার ঐ প্রবেধ্ববন োন্ডক এেই ববভ্রান্ত কন্ডরবেন্ডল্া গ্র  গ্রে োমবয়ক েমন্ডয়র জনয মানবেকভান্ডব 

ববপ লস্ত হন্ডয় বগন্ডয়বেন্ডল্া। গ্রে েখন গুহা গ্রথন্ডক গ্রবর হন্ডয় পাহা়ে বদন্ডয় বনন্ডচ গ্রনন্ডম আন্ডে এবং 

অবন্ডশন্ডর্ বমে গ্রর্ন্ডরন্ডকর োন্ডথ গাব়েন্ডে বফন্ডর আন্ডেন। ঐ েময় অযান্ডর্ল্া ভুল্কন্ডর োর মানবেক 

আঘােন্ডক আচ্ছজজ দ্বারা আক্রমর্ হন্ডয়ন্ডে বন্ডল্ বযাখযা কন্ডর। গ্রে স্বীকার কন্ডর গ্র  গ্রে ভুল্ কন্ডরন্ডে। 

এই কথার পন্ডর মামল্া খাবরজ কন্ডর গ্রদয়া হয় এবং আচ্ছজজ বনন্ডদলার্ প্রমাবর্ে হয়। 

রবন বহেল্প োন্ডদর ববন্ডয়র বাগদান ববচ্ছিন্ন কন্ডর গ্রদন। অযান্ডর্ল্া বফচ্ছডংন্ডয়র বাোয় অবস্থান কন্ডর 

 েক্ষর্ না প লন্ত গ্রনৌ-পন্ডথ োর ইংল্যান্ডে বফন্ডর  াবার বযবস্থা না হয়। গুহার ঐ প্রবেধ্ববনই গ্র  এই 

ঘেনার মূল্ কারর্ এটে বফচ্ছডংন্ডয়র কান্ডে বযাখযা কন্ডর অযান্ডর্ল্া ইচ্ছেয়া েযাগ কন্ডর এবং কখন্ডনা আর 

ইচ্ছেয়া বফন্ডর আন্ডে বন। 

 বদও আচ্ছজজ এখন গ্রদার্ মুক্ত েবুও গ্রে োর বনু্ধ বফচ্ছডংন্ডয়র প্রবে এখনও কু্ষব্ধ কারর্ গ্রে 

অযান্ডর্ল্ার োন্ডথ বনু্ধত্ব কন্ডরবেন্ডল্া। বফচ্ছডং আচ্ছজজন্ডক গ্রবাঝায় গ্র  অযান্ডর্ল্ার কাে গ্রথন্ডক অথ ল 

জবরমানা গ্রনয়া ভন্ডদ্রাবচে কাজ হন্ডব না। এই দুইজন গ্রল্ান্ডকর বনু্ধত্ব অন্ড ৌচ্ছক্তকোয় ভুন্ডগ, োর পর 
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বফচ্ছডং ইংল্যান্ডের উন্ডেন্ডশয ইচ্ছেয়া েযাগ কন্ডর। আচ্ছজজ মন্ডন কন্ডর গ্র  গ্রে ইচ্ছেয়া েযাগ কন্ডরন্ডে 

অযান্ডর্ল্ান্ডক ববন্ডয় করার জনয অযান্ডর্ল্ার োকার কারন্ডর্। আচ্ছজজ োর বনু্ধর প্রবে ধারর্াকৃে 

ববশ্বােঘােকোর জনয প্রবেজ্ঞা কন্ডর গ্র  গ্রে কখন্ডনা গ্রশ্বেবন্ডর্ লর মানুন্ডর্র োন্ডথ বনু্ধত্ব করন্ডব না। 

আচ্ছজজ বহন্দ ুশাবেে শহর মাউ চন্ডল্  ান এবং নেুন কন্ডর জীবন শুরু কন্ডরন। 

দুই বের পন্ডর বফচ্ছডং ইচ্ছেয়া বফন্ডর আন্ডেন এবং আচ্ছজন্ডজর োন্ডথ গ্রদখা কন্ডরন। বফচ্ছডংন্ডয়র স্ত্রী 

গ্রিল্া, ব বন বমন্ডেে মুন্ডরর গ্রমন্ডয়। আচ্ছজজ, গ্র  এখন রাজার প্রধান বচবকৎেক, এখনও োর পুরােন 

বনু্ধর প্রবে চ্ছজদ কন্ডর আন্ডে। বকন্তু বকেু েময় পন্ডর গ্রে আবার বফচ্ছডংন্ডক আন্ডগর মে ভাল্বােন্ডে 

শুরু কন্ডর। েথাবপ স্বাধীন এবং ঐকযবদ্ধ ইচ্ছেয়ার স্বপ্ন গ্রে এখনও েযাগ কন্ডরবন। উপনযান্ডের গ্রশর্ 

বাকযগুন্ডল্ান্ডে আচ্ছজজ বন্ডল্ গ্র , গ্রে এবং বফচ্ছডং বনু্ধ হন্ডে পান্ডর না  েক্ষর্ না প লন্ত ইচ্ছেয়া বিটেশ 

রাজ গ্রথন্ডক মুক্ত হয়। এমনবক মন্ডন হয় গ্র ন মাটে এবং আকাশও বল্ন্ডে “এখনও না”। 

 
 

Character list 
Dr. Aziz 
A young Muslim Indian physician who works at the British hospital in Chandrapore. 
 
Cyril Fielding 
The 45-year-old, unmarried British headmaster of the small government-run college for 
Indians. 
 
Adela Quested 
A young British schoolmistress who is visiting India with the vague intention of marrying 
Ronny Heaslop. 
 
Mrs. Moore 
The mother of Ronny Heaslop. 
 
Ronny Heaslop 
The British city magistrate of Chandrapore. 
 
Professor Narayan Godbole 
(pronounced god-boh-lay) 
 
Mr. Turton 
The British city collector of Chandrapore. 
 
Mrs. Turton 
Mr. Turton's openly racist wife. 
 
Maj. Callendar 
The British head doctor and Aziz's superior at the hospital. 
 
Mr. McBryde 
The British superintendent of police in Chandrapore. 
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Miss Derek 
An Englishwoman employed by a Hindu royal family who frequently borrows their car. 
 
Nawab Bahadur 
The chief Indian citizen in Chandrapore. 
Hamidullah 
Aziz's uncle. 
 
Amritrao 
A prominent Indian lawyer called in to defend Aziz. 
 
Mahmoud Ali 
A Muslim Indian barrister who openly hates the British. 
 
Dr. Panna Lal 
A low-born Hindu doctor and Aziz's rival at the hospital. 
 
Ralph Moore 
The second son of Mrs. Moore. 
 
Stella Moore (later Fielding) 
Mrs. Moore's daughter. 
 

 

Q. 05. Comment on Forster's treatment of the theme friendship in A 

Passage to India. [DU.T. 1990]  

Or, 

Do you think that reconciliation between Fielding and Aziz is not possible at the end 

of the novel A Passage to India. [NU. 2005] 

Or, 

'A Passage to India' assents the impossibility of a friendship between Aziz and 

Fielding at the close. [NU 2010] 

Or. 

Write a short note on Aziz Fielding relationship in 'A Passage to India'. [NU. 2013] 

Or, 

What message does Forster convey through the breaking down of relationship between 

Fielding and 

Aziz in A Passage to India? [NU. 2005] 

Or, 

Examine and Estimate Aziz-Fielding relationship in A Passage to India. [NU. 2016] 

 

Ans. Aziz-Fielding relationship in 'A Passage to India' is a complex study of human 
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behaviour. It points to the difficulties that men of different races face in trying to 

understand one another. There are real differences of opinions between the two, but it is 

the much more subtle and pervasive differences of temperament and mutual 

misunderstandings, common to persons of two different races that finally separate Dr. 

Aziz and Fielding. 

 

The fundamental differences of character and outlook between Aziz and Fielding rise to 

the surface after Aziz's arrest and release. Aziz is determined to take revenge upon Adela 

for ruining his career. Fielding, moved by pity for helpless Adela urges Aziz not to persist 

in his demand for compensation. Aziz refuses and Fielding is distressed to find that 

Aziz's unforgiving and revengeful attitude is based on his sexual snobbery. Aziz thinks 

that Fielding is pleading for Adela because he wants to marry her for her money, and this 

idea leads him to break with Fielding on this issue. 

 

When Aziz and Fielding meet each other again in the last section of the novel, there is no 

joyous reunion between the two friends. During the festival of Sri Krishna's birthday Aziz 

happens to meet Ralph, son of Mrs. Moore. At first Aziz wants to take revenge on the 

helpless boy for what the British had done to him. But the memory of Mrs. Moore 

softened his mind and he also finds Ralph like his mother. So he warms towards the boy 

and in friendship takes him out on the river where the festivities are taking place. 

Meanwhile Fielding and his wife are also in another boat, having come to witness the 

Hindu ceremony of pushing a clay-model of Gokul, Krishna's birthplace, into the waters. 

Aziz and Fielding in boats are so absorbed in enjoying the ceremony that their boats 

collide with each other and there is total confusion. The boats capsize and Fielding, Ralph 

and Stella together are plunged in water and undergo a sort of purification, a sort of 

spiritual baptism. The holy water seemed to wash away all the suspicions, hatred and 

pettiness. Aziz finds that not Adela but Stella is Fielding's wife. The relationship between 

Aziz and Fielding becomes somewhat normal once again. The day before Fielding's 

departure, Aziz accompanied his friend for a ride in the jungle of Mau. They bring their 

horses nearer to embrace each other, but the horses swerve apart. This indicates that sub-

human India is hostile to inter-racial friendship and therefore, their union by necessity is 

transitory. 

 

To sum up, in the concluding chapter the writer makes it clear that friendship is possible 

only among equals. As long as the Britishers were masters in India, there could be no 

lasting bond of friendship between the English and the Indians. 
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Q. 06. Comment on Forster's treatment of Hindu-Muslim relationship in A 

Passage to India. [DU. 1990]  

Or, 

Comment on Forster's understanding of the minds of the Muslims and the Hindus in A 

Passage to India. 

Or, 

Comment on E.M. Forster's study of human relationship in a colonial setting placed in 

A Passage to India. [NU. 2012] 

 

Ans. Chandrapore, the setting of A Passage to India represents India of the British 

regime. There is no harmony-religious, political ar social, between the communities living 

at Chandrapore city. The Englishmen and women look upon the Indians as belonging to 

an inferior race. The Indians dislike the English for ruling over them with force. The 

Muslims and the Hindus are also living in an atmosphere of mutual distrust and 

misunderstanding. The Muslims consider themselves superior to the Hindus over whom 

their forefathers had ruled for two hundred years or more. But the trial of Dr. Aziz at the 

court by Britishers brought the Hindus and the Muslims of Chandrapore in closer 

relation. 

 

EM. Forster has nicely displays the differences between the Hindus and the Muslims. He 

observes that even though the Hindus and the Muslims suffer under the yoke of slavery 

under the British rule, they cannot assemble on the same platform. Both of them want 

independence but they differ on the question of succession. Aziz wants his Afghan 

ancestors to conquer and rule India. To be more liberal, he wants an assemblage of 

oriental statesmen to solve the tangle. Dr. Aziz wishes that the Hindus do not remind him 

of cow dung. Mr. Das, the Magistrate thinks some of the Muslims to be very violent. 

 

Mr. Bhattacharya fails to send his carriage to carry Mrs. Moore and Miss Adela Quested. 

Aziz criticises them severely by saying that the Hindus are untrustworthy and dirty. He 

feels that the Bhattacharyas have not sent the carriage because they do not want the 

English ladies to see their dirty house. All Hindus are dirty and the source of infection. 

Godbole, though he is a professor of philosophy, cannot see anyone eating beef because of 

his superstitious mind. Such are the insurmountable fundamental differences between the 

two sections of Indian community. 

 

But Aziz's victory at the trial court brought about the Hindus and the Muslims closer to 

each other, although there are differences between the races. The trial accomplishes 

nothing as far as the Anglo-Indian problem is concerned, except to deepen the ill-feeling 

between the races, but it certainly brings about at least a temporary and local tolerance 
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between the Muslims and the Hindus. Mr. Das, the magistrate, at the trial, pays a visit to 

Dr. Aziz. He requests him for two things-remedy for shingles and a poem for his brother-

in- law's magazine. Aziz promises both. 

 

However, it cannot be said that various sections of the Indians know much about each 

other to be able to overcome their mutual suspicions. In spite of their desire to come 

together both the Hindu and the Muslim communities stuck to their estimates and 

opinions of each other. 

 

Q. 07. What is your impression about the British Raj in India  

Or, 

How does E.M. Forster portray the English in India is his novel A Passage to India? 

[NU. 1994] 

Or, 

Are the English justified in feeling superior to the natives of India? Explain with 

reference to A Passage to India. [NU. 2003] 

Or, Comment on the British Raj in India in A Passage to India. [NU. 2013, 2016] 

 

Ans. The situation of the British Raj in India gave Forster an excellent opportunity to 

make certain points about the difficult relations of man with his fellows, and about the 

incomprehensible universe in which we live. The fact that the British and the Indians are 

of different races, as well as, more important, the fact that one nation has rather arbitrarily 

assumed control over the other, enabled Forster easily and realistically to outline his 

central ideas about human isolation and lack of connection. E.M. Forster's A Passage to 

India is regarded as a piece of anti-imperialist propaganda: a polemic against the British 

rule in India. 

 

Forster's condemnation of the British rule in India rests on a deep humanist belief in the 

'sanctity of personal relationship'. Forster was pained to see that close personal 

relationships that ought to have existed between the Indians and the British rulers were 

corrupted by the imperial rule due to its cruel division of humanity into the rulers and the 

ruled, white and coloured. We see in the very first chapter of the novel that Chandrapore 

is two towns, the English Civil Station and the native section, the one having nothing to 

do with the other: the Civil Station "shares nothing with the city except the over arching 

that separates the rulers from the ruled. The ruling Anglo-Indian think of their rule as a 

burden nobly borne by them in order to civilize the native barbarians. 

 

Again the Anglo-Indians are fearful of the primitive Indians and that is why they always 

feel the need of sticking together, of keeping in step with others in order not to fall behind 
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the herd. This herd- feeling is visible at the 'Bridge Party', arranged in honour of the new 

comers, Mrs. Moore, and Adela Quested, and again at the court during the trial of Dr. 

Aziz. 

 

Forster in his novel highlights the corruptions and bribery of the British bureaucrats in 

India. On coming to India, they imbibed many of the faults of the Indians. Bribery was an 

infectious disease in India and many of the English high officials succumbed to it. And 

the wives of the British bureaucrats also take bribe in a true Indian fashion as exemplified 

by Mrs. Turton. An Indian serving in an office was, sometimes, harassed and humiliated 

by his British boss as we see in the case of Major Callendar and Dr. Aziz. Dr. Aziz had 

been asked by Major Callendar to come to his house but the Major had left for the club 

without waiting for him. When Dr. Aziz reached the Major's bungalow, he was further 

humiliated by Mrs. Callendar who drove off in his tonga without taking his permission. 

 

To sum up, Forster's attitude to the British Raj in India is that the English do not care to 

understand the true nature of India and the Indians and that is why their rule is 

unsuccessful. 

 

 

Q. 08. Discuss Forster's use of symbolism in A Passage to Andia. [NU. 2005, 

2009, 2014] 

 

Ans. A Passage to India contains different types of symbols. The principal symbols are 

the mosque, the caves and the temple. The subsidiary symbols are the ceremonies 

connected with the birth- anniversary of Sri Krishna, the figure of Mrs. Moore, the 

Punkhawallah, the image of the wasp, and the collision of boats. 

 

In the first part of the novel, we are brought to a mosque where an English old woman 

and a young Indian meet together. Being ill- treated by the Anglo-Indians, Aziz, the 

Muslim doctor enter the mosque to get peace of mind. Similarly Mrs. Moore, bored by the 

dull entertainment at the British club has escaped into the mosque. Thus both of them 

have entered the mosque to seek shelter from the oppressive surroundings. After 

conversation, Mrs. Moore finds that Aziz is a warm and sensitive man and ultimately an 

understanding of each other occurs. This understanding of the heart, in other words, 

friendship is the dominant urge at this stage and expresses the most general meaning of 

the mosque symbol of the novel. The 'Mosque with its serene beauty, its combination of 

light and shade, represents a belief in the oneness of God as well as oneness of India, and 

therefore, comes to symbolize a possibility of understanding and friendship between 



20 
20th Century Novel Handnotes by Biplob Prodhan - EDNOUB Foundation 

www.ednoub.com 

people of different races and colour. But this friendship established between the East and 

the West, as represented by the friendship between Aziz and Mrs. Moore, is undercut by 

the ironical message of the 'Bridge Party' which proves to be a failure. 

 

In the second part of the novel, the Marabar Caves stand for chaos, darkness, mystery and 

evils. The dark and empty caves reveal the hollowness of life and the vacuum produces 

an echo that is frightening. The echo suggests a unity but it is a unity which does not have 

any qualities of love, goodness and understanding. It negates all their values. 

 

The "Temple', the last section containing the essence of the novel, stands for love, 

harmony and happiness. It opens with Godbole presiding over a festival-the celebration 

of the birth of Sri Krishna in a temple at Mau during the monsoons. Amid all the noise 

and confusion of celebration the god is born, symbolically, and love, celebrated. In 

celebrating the birth of the god, the Hindus led by the wise Brahmin Godbole, assume 

that all creation is one and shares in joy. It is a vision of God as a Universal Friend who 

embraces all the people and things of this earth in His divine love. 

 

To sum up, A Passage to India is a complex work of art based on the evil of the British 

imperialistic rule in India. In it the symbolic devices are very much important because 

they heighten the meaning of the novel. In fact, the use of powerful symbols has added a 

dignity to the novel. 

 

 

Q. 09. What impression of British officials do you get from Passage to 
India? [NU. 1999] 
Or, 
Are the English justified in feeling superior to natives? Explain with reference to A 
Passage to India. 
Or, 
Indians in A Passage to India. [NU. 2003]  
Or, 
Comment on the Anglo-Indian's attitude towards 
 
Ans. E.M. Forster's visits India in 1912-13 and in 1921 provided him with the knowledge 
and experience of the country and the people that were to form the basis of A Passage to 
India. While living in India and acting as the private secretary to the Rajah of Dewas State 
Senior, he had opportunities of seeing the Anglo-Indian bureaum belonging the British 
Imperial Services, like the I.C.S., LP.S. and I.M.S. These services could not be imagined 
without the evil of the glamour of self-assumed bureaucratic pose of dignity. Divested of 
it an official belonging to this cadre of services was not regarded a success. They were 
directly under the control of the British Secretary of State of India and they were 
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supposed to be above all Law. An I.C.S. officer, often called as Burra Sahib, when a 
Collector, in charge of a district was regarded as a demi-god, who embodied in him all 
the authority and power, almost a person with super-human powers. 
 
The attitude of the Anglo-Indians towards the natives of India is very mean. From the 
very beginning of the novel we mark the English consider themselves to be superior to 
the Indians in all respects. So there is a wide gulf separating the Indians from the British. 
Chandrapore is two towns, the native section and the British Civil Station. Forster notes 
the contrast: "The Civil Station shares nothing with the city except the overarching sky". 
 
The English always look down upon the Indians as belonging to an inferior race. This 
may be traced in the ill-treatment done to Aziz by his English boss, the Civil Surgeon, Mr. 
Callendar. 
 
The episode of the 'Bridge Party' at the British also gives evidence to the rude behaviour 
of the Anglo-Indians to the natives. The party is meant to bridge the gulf between the 
Britishers and the Indians but in fact, it is a total failure, because the English are not 
interested in showing courtesies and talking to the Indians, whom they have invited. 
Ronny is a brilliant example of evil designed bureaucrat. His attitude to the Indian is 
quite clear when he says, "we're out here to do justice and keep the peace. We are not 
pleasant in India, and we don't intend to be pleasant. We've something more important to 
do". 
 
The incidents of Aziz's arrest and trial expose the Britishers' malevolence and vindictive 
attitude towards the Indians. Aziz is arrested on a false charge of having tried to molest 
Miss Adela Quested in one of the Marabar Caves. After this incident Mr. Turton the 
district Collector opines that the English cannot be intimate with the Indians socially. Mr. 
McBryde the superintendent of Police believes that all the natives of India are criminals at 
heart. 
 
Thus A Passage to India records the narrow mind and ill-will of the Britishers to the 
natives of India. 
 

 

Q. 10. Discuss the symbolic significance of mosque, cave and temple in A 

Passage to India. [NU. 2012] 

 

Ans. The central design of A Passage to India is composed three major symbols which are 

indicated in the titles to three parts of the novel: Mosque, Caves and Temple. In the first 

part of the novel we are brought to a mosque, in the second to the caves, and in the third 

to a temple. Each visit is a critical encounter and has symbolic significance which 

dominates the events following it in that section of the novel. 
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In the Mosque part of the novel, an English woman and an Indian enter a mosque and 

establish "secret understanding of the heart". Aziz, the Muslim doctor, enters the mosque 

to get the peace and happiness denied to him in the Anglo-Indian world. Similarly Mrs. 

Moore, bored by the dull entertainment at the British club has escaped into the mosque. 

Thus both of them have entered the mosque to seek shelter from the oppressive 

surroundings. After conversation, Mrs Moore finds that Aziz is a warm and sensitive man 

and ultimately an understanding of each other occurs. This understanding of the heart, in 

other words, friendship is the dominant urge at this stage and expresses the most general 

meaning of the mosque symbol of the novel. The "Mosque" with its serene beauty, its 

combination of light and shade, represents a belief in the oneness of God as well as 

oneness of India, and therefore, comes to symbolize a possibility of understanding and 

friendship established between the East and the West, as represented by the friendship 

between Aziz and Mrs. Moore. But this friendship between people of different races and 

colour, is undercut by the ironical message of the 'Bridge Party' which proves to be a 

failure. 

 

The Marabar Caves are mysterious as is India. We are told by Forster that they are 

prehistoric. They pre-dated Islam, Christianity and even Hinduism, which are the oldest 

religions in the world. They stand for chaos, darkness and evils. The dark and empty 

caves reveal the hollowness of life where nothing matters. The vacuum produces an echo, 

"bou-oum" sound which is frightening. By hearing this echo in the caves, two British 

women, Mrs Moore and Adela Quested unwilling and against their intentions, have 

released Evil which spreads everywhere. The echo suggests a unity but it is a unity which 

does not have any qualities of love, goodness and understanding. It negates all their 

values. 

 

The "Temple", the last section containing the essence of the novel, stands for love, 

harmony and happiness. It opens with Godbole presiding over a festival-the celebration 

of the birth of Sri Krishna in a temple at Mau during the monsoons. Amid all the noise 

and confusion of celebration the god is born, symbolically, and love, celebrated. In 

celebrating the birth of the god, the Hindus led by the wise Brahmin Godbole, assume 

that all creation is one and shares in joy. It is a vision of God as a Universal Friend who 

embraces all the people and things of this earth in His Divine Love. 

 

To conclude. A Passage to India is a complex work of art based on the evil of the British 

imperialistic rule in India. In it the symbolic devices, of the three parts, 'Mosque', 'Caves', 

and Temple', are very much important because they heighten the meaning of the novel 

and also add dignity to it. 
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To the Lighthouse 

Virginia Woolf 

 

 

Adeline Virginia Woolf (/wʊlf/; née Stephen; 25 January 1882 – 28 March 1941) was an 

English writer, considered one of the most important modernist 20th-century authors 

and a pioneer in the use of stream of consciousness as a narrative device. 

 

প্রাথহিক ধারিাঃ 

"To the Lighthouse" ভাচ্ছজলবনয়া ওল্ন্ডফর একটে জনবপ্রয় উপনযাে  া ১৯২৭ োন্ডল্ প্রকাবশে হয়। 

এই উপনযােটে কেল্যান্ডে ঘেনার মাধযন্ডম  লামন্ডে পবরবার এবং োন্ডদর বববভন্ন বনু্ধ এবং পবরবচে 

বযচ্ছক্তন্ডদর েম্পকল উপস্থাপন কন্ডর। উপনযােটে বেনটে ববভান্ডগ ববভক্ত করা হন্ডয়ন্ডে - "বদ উইন্ডো", 

"োইম পান্ডেে", এবং "দয ল্াইথাউে"। 

 

উপনযান্ডের প্রথম ববভাগ "বদ উইন্ডো" একটে বদন্ডনর ঘেনাবল্ী বনন্ডয় গ্রল্খা গ্র খান্ডন  লামন্ডে পবরবার 

একটে বনকেবেী ল্াইেহাউন্ডে  াওয়ার পবরকল্পনা কন্ডর। বদ্বেীয় ববভাগ "োইম পান্ডেে" দশ বেন্ডরর 

মন্ডধয  লামন্ডের বাব়েন্ডে ঘন্ডে  াওয়া ঘেনাগুন্ডল্া বর্ লনা কন্ডর। এবং েব লন্ডশর্ ববভাগ "দয ল্াইথাউে" এ 

গ্রদখা  ায়, দশ বের পর  লামন্ডে পবরবার ল্ন্ডে ল্াইেহাউন্ডে  ান্ডি। 

 

 

 

 

Plot summary 

Part I: The Window 

The novel is set in the Ramsays' summer home in the Hebrides, on the Isle of Skye. The 

section begins with Mrs. Ramsay assuring her son James that they should be able to visit 

the lighthouse on the next day. This prediction is denied by Mr. Ramsay, who voices his 

certainty that the weather will not be clear. This opinion forces a certain tension between 

Mr. and Mrs. Ramsay, and also between Mr. Ramsay and James. This particular incident 

is referred to on various occasions throughout the section, especially in the context of Mr. 

and Mrs. Ramsay's relationship. 

 

The Ramsays and their eight children are joined at the house by a number of friends and 

colleagues. One of these friends, Lily Briscoe, begins the novel as a young, uncertain 
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painter attempting a portrait of Mrs. Ramsay and James. Briscoe finds herself plagued by 

doubts throughout the novel, doubts largely fed by the claims of Charles Tansley, another 

guest, who asserts that women can neither paint nor write. Tansley himself is an admirer 

of Mr. Ramsay, a philosophy professor, and Ramsay's academic treatises. 

 

The section closes with a large dinner party. When Augustus Carmichael, a visiting poet, 

asks for a second serving of soup, Mr. Ramsay nearly snaps at him. Mrs. Ramsay is 

herself out of sorts when Paul Rayley and Minta Doyle, two acquaintances whom she has 

brought together in engagement, arrive late to dinner, as Minta has lost her 

grandmother's brooch on the beach. 

 

Part II: Time Passes 

The second section, "Time passes", gives a sense of time passing, absence, and death. Ten 

years pass, during which the First World War begins and ends. Mrs. Ramsay dies, as do 

two of her children – Prue dies from complications of childbirth, and Andrew is killed in 

the war. Mr. Ramsay is left adrift without his wife to praise and comfort him during his 

bouts of fear and anguish regarding the longevity of his philosophical work. This section 

is told from an omniscient point of view and occasionally from Mrs. McNab's point of 

view. Mrs. McNab worked in the Ramsay's house since the beginning, and thus provides 

a clear view of how things have changed in the time the summer house has been 

unoccupied. 

 

Part III: The Lighthouse 

In the final section, "The Lighthouse", some of the remaining Ramsays and other guests 

return to their summer home ten years after the events of Part I. Mr. Ramsay finally plans 

on taking the long-delayed trip to the lighthouse with daughter Cam(illa) and son James 

(the remaining Ramsay children are virtually unmentioned in the final section). The trip 

almost does not happen, as the children are not ready, but they eventually set off. As they 

travel, the children are silent in protest at their father for forcing them to come along. 

However, James keeps the sailing boat steady and rather than receiving the harsh words 

he has come to expect from his father, he hears praise, providing a rare moment of 

empathy between father and son; Cam's attitude towards her father changes also, from 

resentment to eventual admiration. 

 

They are accompanied by the sailor Macalister and his son, who catches fish during the 

trip. The son cuts a piece of flesh from a fish he has caught to use for bait, throwing the 

injured fish back into the sea. 

 

While they set sail for the lighthouse, Lily attempts to finally complete the painting she 

has held in her mind since the start of the novel. She reconsiders her memory of Mrs. and 
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Mr. Ramsay, balancing the multitude of impressions from ten years ago in an effort to 

reach towards an objective truth about Mrs. Ramsay and life itself. Upon finishing the 

painting (just as the sailing party reaches the lighthouse) and seeing that it satisfies her, 

she realises that the execution of her vision is more important to her than the idea of 

leaving some sort of legacy in her work. 

 

 

 

Character List 

Mrs. Ramsay 

Mr. Ramsay’s wife. A beautiful and loving woman, Mrs. Ramsay is a wonderful hostess 

who takes pride in making memorable experiences for the guests at the family’s summer 

home on the Isle of Skye. Affirming traditional gender roles wholeheartedly, she lavishes 

particular attention on her male guests, who she believes have delicate egos and need 

constant support and sympathy. She is a dutiful and loving wife but often struggles with 

her husband’s difficult moods and selfishness. Without fail, however, she triumphs 

through these difficult times and demonstrates an ability to make something significant 

and lasting from the most ephemeral of circumstances, such as a dinner party. 

 

Mr. Ramsay 

Mrs. Ramsay’s husband, and a prominent metaphysical philosopher. Mr. Ramsay loves 

his family but often acts like something of a tyrant. He tends to be selfish and harsh due 

to his persistent personal and professional anxieties. He fears, more than anything, that 

his work is insignificant in the grand scheme of things and that he will not be 

remembered by future generations. Well aware of how blessed he is to have such a 

wonderful family, he nevertheless tends to punish his wife, children, and guests by 

demanding their constant sympathy, attention, and support. 

 

Lily Briscoe 

A young, single painter who befriends the Ramsays on the Isle of Skye. Like Mr. Ramsay, 

Lily is plagued by fears that her work lacks worth. She begins a portrait of Mrs. Ramsay 

at the beginning of the novel but has trouble finishing it. The opinions of men like Charles 

Tansley, who insists that women cannot paint or write, threaten to undermine her 

confidence. 

 

James Ramsay 

The Ramsays’ youngest son. James loves his mother deeply and feels a murderous 

antipathy toward his father, with whom he must compete for Mrs. Ramsay’s love and 

affection. At the beginning of the novel, Mr. Ramsay refuses the six-year-old James’s 

request to go to the lighthouse, saying that the weather will be foul and not permit it; ten 
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years later, James finally makes the journey with his father and his sister Cam. By this 

time, he has grown into a willful and moody young man who has much in common with 

his father, whom he detests. 

 

Paul Rayley 

A young friend of the Ramsays who visits them on the Isle of Skye. Paul is a kind, 

impressionable young man who follows Mrs. Ramsay’s wishes in marrying Minta Doyle. 

 

Minta Doyle 

A flighty young woman who visits the Ramsays on the Isle of Skye. Minta marries Paul 

Rayley at Mrs. Ramsay’s wishes. 

 

Charles Tansley 

A young philosopher and pupil of Mr. Ramsay who stays with the Ramsays on the Isle of 

Skye. Tansley is a prickly and unpleasant man who harbors deep insecurities regarding 

his humble background. He often insults other people, particularly women such as Lily, 

whose talent and accomplishments he constantly calls into question. His bad behavior, 

like Mr. Ramsay’s, is motivated by his need for reassurance. 

 

William Bankes 

A botanist and old friend of the Ramsays who stays on the Isle of Skye. Bankes is a kind 

and mellow man whom Mrs. Ramsay hopes will marry Lily Briscoe. Although he never 

marries her, Bankes and Lily remain close friends. 

 

Augustus Carmichael 

An opium-using poet who visits the Ramsays on the Isle of Skye. Carmichael languishes 

in literary obscurity until his verse becomes popular during the war. 

 

Andrew Ramsay 

The oldest of the Ramsays’ sons. Andrew is a competent, independent young man, and he 

looks forward to a career as a mathematician. 

 

Jasper Ramsay 

One of the Ramsays’ sons. Jasper, to his mother’s chagrin, enjoys shooting birds.  

 

Roger Ramsay 

One of the Ramsays’ sons. Roger is wild and adventurous, like his sister Nancy. 

 

Prue Ramsay 

The oldest Ramsay girl, a beautiful young woman. Mrs. Ramsay delights in 

contemplating Prue’s marriage, which she believes will be blissful.  
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Rose Ramsay 

One of the Ramsays’ daughters. Rose has a talent for making things beautiful. She 

arranges the fruit for her mother’s dinner party and picks out her mother’s jewelry.  

 

Nancy Ramsay 

One of the Ramsays’ daughters. Nancy accompanies Paul Rayley and Minta Doyle on 

their trip to the beach. Like her brother Roger, she is a wild adventurer. 

 

Cam Ramsay 

One of the Ramsays’ daughters. As a young girl, Cam is mischievous. She sails with 

James and Mr. Ramsay to the lighthouse in the novel’s final section.  

 

Mrs. McNab 

An elderly woman who takes care of the Ramsays’ house on the Isle of Skye, restoring it 

after ten years of abandonment during and after World War I. 

 

Macalister 

The fisherman who accompanies the Ramsays to the lighthouse. Macalister relates stories 

of shipwreck and maritime adventure to Mr. Ramsay and compliments James on his 

handling of the boat while James lands it at the lighthouse. 

 

Macalister’s boy 

The fisherman’s boy. He rows James, Cam, and Mr. Ramsay to the lighthouse. 

 

 

Q. 11. Discuss the use of symbols in To the Lighthouse. 

 

Ans.  

Introduction: A symbol is a person, an object, a sign or an event that represents a general 

quality or situation. It is anything that signifies or stands for something else. There are 

many symbols woven together in To the Lighthouse and of these five are important. They 

are the following: 

 

(1) The sea as a symbol: The sea with its waves symbolises the eternal flux of time and 

life in the midst of which we all exist. The sea surrounds the island on which the action 

takes place, which suggests both the human race in general and the individual 

personality. To Mrs. Ramsay at one moment the sea sounds soothing and consoling like a 
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cradle song, at others, "like a ghostly roll of drums remorselessly beating a warning of 

death," it brings terror.  

(ii) The Lighthouse: The Lighthouse is a mystery, a man-made instrument, built in the 

flux of time, to guide and control those at the ency of its destructive forces. To Mrs. 

Ramsay, as she is knitting in the window, it seems at one moment the light of truth; at 

another, steady, pitiless, and enemy of mind, or again a reminder of past estasy. The 

Lighthouse standing lonely in the midst of the sea, is a symbol of the individual who is a 

part of the flux of history. To reach the Lighthouse is, in a sense, to make a contact with a 

truth outside itself, to surrender the uniqueness of one's ego to an impersonal ality. 

 

(iii) The window: It is from the window that we have the title of the first part of To the 

Lighthouse. The window is a screen between reality and consciousness. The window 

reduces the pageant of the world to the scale of the being who contemplates it. And 

finally this window is the very symbol of the imperfection of our knowledge. 

 

(iv) Colour symbolism: Colour symbols have been used throughout the novel. When Lily 

Briscoe is wrestling unsuccessfully with her painting, in the first part of the book, she sees 

the colours as bright violet and staring white', but just as she achieves her final vision at 

the book's conclusion, and is thus able to complete her picture, she notices that the 

lighthouse 'had melted away into a blue haze', and though she sees the canvas clearly for 

a second before drawing the final line, the implication remains that this blurring of 

colours is bound up with her vision. 

 

(v) Characters as symbols: The characters are carefully arranged in their relation to each 

other, so that a definite symbolic pattern emerges. Mrs. Ramsay, pervading the whole 

book, is the creator of fertile human relationships, symbolized by her love of match-

making and her knitting, and of warm comfort, signified by her green shawl. Just as Mrs. 

Ramsay remains the symbol of creative vitality so also Mr. Ramsay stands as the symbol 

of the sterile, destructive barriers to relationship. Lily's picture is intended to be a work of 

art which is the ultimate symbol for an enduring reality. In real life human relationships 

are doomed to languish and even to die. But in art the temporal and the eternal unite 

together in an unchanging and permanent form. 

 

Conclusion: Thus the novel is replete with various types of symbols which convey the 

truth of life. 
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Q. 12. Justify the title of the novel To the Lighthouse. 

 

Ans. 

Introduction: It is generally assumed that the title of a novel should be expressive of its 

theme. The title of To the Lighthouse is very significant and relevant to the theme of the 

novel. The Lighthouse is all-pervasive in the novel and it has been used as a symbol, but it 

very artistically serves the purpose of a unifying factor for the structural unity in the 

novel. 

 

The image of the Lighthouse serves different purposes: As an image the Lighthouse 

serves several purposes. In the opening and concluding sections of the novel, it is an 

opposite of the window and thus it suggests male as opposite to the female principle. But 

this relationship is always complex. The two images are conceived in a dual function, 

constantly alternating with each other. The Lighthouse may be taken as external to the 

window's internal vision, but the window is also the recipient of the beam from the 

Lighthouse. The difference between the two images is manifest and so it seems; 

imeconcilable. But the Lighthouse is actively engaged in time, movement and change. It 

reveals the 'movement in its vivid interaction between consciousness and world. 

 

Related to human tradition: The Lighthouse is man-made but at the same time it is 

something permanent and enduring; man has built it in the flux of time to guide and 

control ships and their trews and passengers who are always at the mercy of destructive 

forces. Thus it is related to the human tradition and its values which dure from generation 

to generation, and which speaks of both the stity and continuity of man. To Mrs. Ramsay, 

as she sits knitting by the window of her house, the Lighthouse seems to be at one the 

light of truth, stern, searching, and beautiful, and a light with which she can unite her 

own personality. At another moment it seems to her to be steady, pitiless, and 

remorseless but also at certais times a reminder of past ecstasy. moment 

 

The Lighthouse serves as a symbol: The Lighthouse serves as a symbol also of the quest 

for the values which it suggests. As a child, James feels a great longing to visit the 

Lighthouse but his longing is thwarted by foul weather. As his mother offers to him a 

hope that a trip to the Lighthouse might be possible if the weather is fine, he feels even 

more attached to his mother. But, as his father obstinately repeats that the weather would 

not be fine, the childis filled with hatred for his father and would like even to kill him 

with an axe or some other weapon if he can lay his hands upon it. Ten years later, James, 

who is now sixteen, sails to the Lighthouse with his father, though this time he has no 

desire to visit it. As he skilfully steers the boat towards the tower on the rock, hating his 

father for his egotistical tyranny, the father compliments him on his skilful steering. With 

this praise from his father the world seems to have been transformed into something 
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beautiful and marvellous for James, who now gets rid of his sense of alienation from his 

father. He would now like his father to ask him for something which he would gladly 

give him. 

 

Conclusion: To sum up, the journey from the beginning of the novel to its close, is the 

journey to the Lighthouse. The three phases of the journey. The Window, "Time Passes 

and The Lighthouse represent alternatively the periods of light and dark in the life of the 

Ramsay family. So structurally, the pattern of the Lighthouse beam with its rhythmic 

steady flashes to light through the darkness forms a basic pattern of the novel itself. Thus 

the title of the novel is quite appropriate and just. 

 

 

Q. 13. What is Lily Briscoe's artistic problem and how is it solved? 

 

Ans.  

Introduction: Lily Briscoe is introduced to us in the beginning of To the Lighthouse as 

one of the guests of Mr. and Mrs. Ramsay. She is very close to Mrs. Ramsay though she 

does not have much of a liking for Mr. Ramsay. Painting pictures is her hobby and now 

she is engaged in painting a picture in which Mrs. Ramsay and her son James figure. Lily 

is a novice in painting. She is not satisfied with the picture she is painting because she 

feels that there is a great difference between her intention and her performance so far as 

this picture is concerned. very 

 

Lily is confronted with a problem: Lily's picture is partly intended as a tribute to Mrs. 

Ramsay but she is facing a problem. Mrs. Ramsay has been able to forge moments of 

order with her own strength and love in the course of an evening, but such moments of 

order cannot be so easily managed or created by an artist. In Lily's case, ten years pass 

between the start and the completion of her picture. The problems confronting her as an 

artist are strictly aesthetic and broadly human. The aesthetic problem before Lily in the 

case of her picture is how to connect the mass on the right hand with the mass on the left 

hand. She might do it by bringing the line of the branch across, so; or she might do it by 

breaking the vacancy in the foreground with some object, so. But the danger is that if she 

follows either of these courses, the unity of the whole picture might be broken. 

 

A unified vision is necessary for creation of art: A complete work of art is not possible 

without a unified vision behind it, and it is this, rather than any technical organization of 

mass or colour, that Lily struggles with throughout Part I and Part III of the novel. While 

painting, her thoughts turn to Mrs. Ramsay and Mr. Ramsay. Mr. Ramsay is an aggressive 
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intellectual who makes incessant demands for sympathy but Lily fails to reconcile herself 

to this man either emotionally or imaginatively. Whereas, Mrs. Ramsay can always find 

something to offer to her husband. Lily only wants to avoid this man and his demand for 

sympathy. Thus Lily has to struggle with an incomplete view of reality which makes her 

artistic task of completing her picture difficult. 

 

How Lily's problem is solved: It is only much later (in Part III of the novel) when Mr. 

Ramsay, having failed to obtain Lily's sympathy sails away with his childre towards the 

Lighthouse that Lily's attitude towards him begins to change. She realizes the 

extraordinary powers of Mrs. Ramsay to render certain moments memorable and to 

invigorate the human beings around her. Thus realizing Mrs. Ramsay's enormous creative 

powers and relenting towards Mr. Ramsay and offering to him he whole-hearted 

sympathy even though he is not present before her, Lily is able to see the vision which 

had so far eluded her. And while seeing the vision, she draws a line on her picture and 

completes it. 

 

Conclusion: Thus through art Lily has been able to catch at glimpse of eternity and 

reality, the value of both masculine and feminine traits of the human character. 

 

 

Q. 14. What is the significance of the journey to the Lighthouse? 

 

Ans.  

Introduction: The journey to the Lighthouse occurs in Part III of the novel. The action of 

this part is depicted at two levels. At one level we find the thoughts and meditations of 

Lily Briscoe and the achievements by her of the final vision which solves the artistic 

problem, faced by her. At the other level there is the trip which Mr. Ramsay makes to the 

Lighthouse in the company of James and Cam. Both the chains of events are closely 

related because Mr. Ramsay's trip not only offers certain ideas about character and time 

but also contributes to Lily's achievement of the final vision. 

 

In memory of Mrs. Ramsay: Mr. Ramsay's decision to make a journey to the Lighthouse 

reveals his masculine ability. He summons the help of James and Cam in making the 

journey but they are reluctant about the matter. So he compels them to join him in his 

venture. This journey should have been made ten years before when James, a boy of six 

had a strong fascination for it but it was cancelled by Mr. Ramsay because of foul 

weather. Mrs. Ramsay, who is now dead, had also been very keen about the journey to 

the Lighthouse but her desire had been frustrated by foul weather. Now when Mr. 



32 
20th Century Novel Handnotes by Biplob Prodhan - EDNOUB Foundation 

www.ednoub.com 

Ramsay makes that journey, he is in a sense performing a rite in memory of his dead wife. 

At the same time this journey may be taken as a voyage into the future, perhaps a voyage 

to death itself. 

 

Reaffirmation of feminine and masculine traits: In Part III Cam and James reaffirm their 

basic feminine and masculine traits suggested in Part I. Cam like her mother feels 

confused by facts. When questioned by her father about the points of the compass during 

this journey, she shows an ignorance as Mrs. Ramsay showed her ignorance of the 

meaning of the technical phrase, "the square root of a given number" in Part I. As for 

James, he believes, like his father, that life is difficult; and he also realizes that he and his 

father share a loneliness which was, for both of them, the truth about things. 

 

The spirit of reconciliation: The journey to the Lighthouse in Part III offers the spirit of 

reconciliation to the persons concerned. Cam and James start their journey, hating their 

father Mr. Ramsay fe bis tyranny and for forcing them to make the trip. But during the 

actual journey their attitudes to their father change, and they become Ponciled to him. On 

the sea in the boat, Mr. Ramsay seems to be so Confident that Cam begins to admire him 

for his bravery and she feels greatly encouraged by the feeling of security which he 

radiates. James's hatred of his father has gradually been eroding with his increased 

awareness of the similarities between them. Their original hatred of their father, who 

ruled out the possibility of a trip to the Lighthouse because of bad weather in Part I is 

altogether effaced when he admired James's skilful steering of the boat. 

 

Conclusion: The journey to the Lighthouse in Part III is actually a tribute to Mrs. Ramsay 

who is dead now and who was always hopeful of making a trip with her children to the 

same place. At the end of the journey they feel a great love and affection for their father, 

Mr. Ramsay who becomes free and frank to his children. Thus the journey to the 

Lighthouse is a journey from egotism to impersonality. Mr. Ramsay is now a much better 

man than he was before, just as Lily is a better painter now than she was before. 

 

Q. 15. Do you consider To the Lighthouse to be an autobiographical novel? 

Why? 

 

Ans.  

Introduction: An autobiographical novel relates to events in the life of the person who 

has written it. To the Lighthouse is a fictional work of Virginia Woof but it takes on some 

events of her own life. For examples Woolf felt stifled by her father's behaviour in much 

the same way as Mr. Ramsay in the novel makes life bitter for his children. Again the 
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sudden deaths of her mother and her sister Stella, the cause of her great mental shock, 

resemble the deaths of Mrs. Ramsay and Prue in the novel. 

 

Similarities between the plot of the novel and Virginia's life: Although, To the 

Lighthouse is not an autobiography of Virginia Woolf, there are many similarities 

between the plot of the novel and her life. As a matter of fact, her novel is an attempt to 

understand and bring out some unresolved issues regarding her parents. She had several 

opportunities of visiting with her parents and family St. Eves, Cornwall, where her father 

had a rented house. These visits were perhaps the happiest times of her life. But when she 

was thirteen, the sudden death of her mother was a great shock to her, and like Mr. 

Ramsay her father Leslie Stephen also plunged into a profound sorrow and deep despair. 

Vanessa Bell Woolf's sister says that c reading the sections of the novel describing Mrs. 

Ramsay was like on seeing her mother raised from the dead. Adrian, their brother was 

not allowed to visit Godrevy Lighthouse, just as in the novel James's longing for seeing 

the Lighthouse is not fulfilled as the proposed trip is cancelled by his father Mr. Ramsay 

on the excuse of bad weather. Lily Briscoe's meditations on painting are a way for Woolf 

to explore her own creative process. 

 

The setting of the novel: The location of the main story in the novel, the house on the 

Hebridean island, was formed by Woolf in imitation of Talland House, the renting of 

which by her father began in 1882, shortly after her birth. Many actual features of St. Ives 

Bay are carried into the story, including the gardens leading down to the sea, the sea itself 

and the lighthouse there. But several critics insisted that the Ramsays are the direct 

reflections of the Stephens (Woolf's family names). To the Lighthouse may also be seen as 

an exploration on the relationship between art and life, and on late Victorian family 

structures. 

 

Autobiographical elements: There is much autobiographical elements in To the 

Lighthouse. Mr. Ramsay in the novel was modelled upon Virginia's own father, Sir Leslie 

Stephen, and Mrs. Ramsay was modelled upon her mother, Julia Stephen. Sir Leslie 

Stephen was a prominent philosopher, critic and biographer and similarly in the novel 

Mr. Ramsay is a great philosopher and intellectual man. In this context we may refer to 

Woolf's diary regarding the composition of To the Lighthouse: "This is going to be fairly 

short, to have father's character done complete in it; and mother's; and St. Ives; and 

childhood; and all the usual things I try to put in- life, death, etc. But the centre is father's 

character, sitting in a boat, reciting, "We perished, each alone". 

 

Conclusion: Although the novel has many biographical elements from the author's own 

family, that family has not slavishly been depicted in the novel, and the Ramsays cannot 

truly be said to be the Stephens. However, a wonderful blend of autobiographical 
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elements, philosophical issues and social concerns has shaped To the Lighthouse into a 

great work of art by Virginia Woolf. 

 

 

 

Sons and Lovers 
By D. H. Lawrence 

 
 
David Herbert Lawrence (11 September 1885 – 2 March 1930) was an English writer, 
novelist, short story writer, poet and essayist. His modernist works reflect on 
modernity, social alienation and industrialization, while championing sexuality, 
vitality and instinct. His best-known novels—Sons and Lovers, The Rainbow, Women 
in Love, and Lady Chatterley's Lover—were the subject of censorship trials for their 
radical portrayals of sexuality and use of explicit language. 
 

োন্স এে ল্াভাে ল বিটেশ ঔপর্যাবেক বর্, এইচ, ল্ন্ডরন্স বল্বখে একটে ববশ্বখযাে উপনযাে। এটে 

ল্ন্ডরন্ডন্সর েৃেীয় উপনযাে এবং োর 'মািারবপে' রচনা বহন্ডেন্ডব পবরগবর্ে। বদ মর্ার্ ল ল্াইন্ডিরী 

োন্ডদর প্রর্ীে ববংশ শোেীর ১০০টে গ্রেষ্ঠ উপনযান্ডের োবল্কায় নবম স্থান্ডন এটেন্ডক অন্তভুলক্ত 

কন্ডরন্ডে। ১৯৬৯ বিষ্টান্ডে এই উপনযােটের কাবহনী অবল্ম্বন্ডন জযাক কাবর্লন্ডফর পবরচাল্নায় একটে 

চল্চ্ছচ্চত্র বনবম লে হয়। এ উপনযান্ডে েব লপ্রথম িন্ডয়র্ ববর্ লে Oedepus complex উপজীবয করা 

হন্ডয়ন্ডে। এটে আধা আত্মচজববনক গ্রকননা এন্ডে ল্ন্ডরন্ডন্সর প্রাথবমক জীবন্ডনর োয়পাে স্পষ্ট। 

উপনযােন্ডর গ্রকন্দ্রীয় চবরত্র পল্ গ্রমান্ডরল্ একজন েরুর্ বশল্পী  ার চবরত্র বচত্রন্ডর্  ুবক ল্ন্ডরন্ডন্সর 

মানবেক  ন্ত্র্া ও অেীে মুচ্ছক্তর আবেলর েন্ডে েন্ডে পবরবার, গ্রের্ী এবং প্রথম গ্র ৌবন্ডনর গ্র ৌন 

েম্পন্ডকলর বনবব়ে প লন্ডবক্ষর্ পবরদৃষ্ট হয়। উপনযােটের প্রথম েংকরন্ডর্ মূল্ পার্ররু্বল্বপ গ্রথন্ডক প্রায় 

৮০ পৃষ্ঠা (১০ শোংশ) ো াঁোই করা হন্ডয়বেল্। 
 

Plot summary 
Part I 
The refined daughter of a "good old burgher family," Gertrude Coppard meets a rough-
hewn miner, Walter Morel, at a Christmas dance and falls into a whirlwind romance 
characterised by physical passion but soon after her marriage to Walter, she realises the 
difficulties of living off his meagre salary in a rented house. The couple fight and drift 
apart and Walter retreats to the pub after work each day. Gradually, Mrs. Morel's 
affections shift to her sons beginning with the oldest, William. 
 
As a boy, William is so attached to his mother that he does not enjoy the fair without her. 
As he grows older, he defends her against his father's occasional violence. Eventually, he 
leaves their Nottinghamshire home for a job in London, where he begins to rise up into 
the middle class. He is engaged, but he detests the girl's superficiality. William dies and 
Mrs. Morel is heartbroken. When her second son Paul catches pneumonia she rediscovers 
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her love for Paul. 
 
Part II 
Both repulsed by and drawn to his mother, Paul is afraid to leave her but wants to go out 
on his own, and needs to experience love. Gradually, he falls into a relationship with 
Miriam, a farmer's daughter who attends his church. The two take long walks and have 
intellectual conversations about books but Paul resists, in part because his mother 
disapproves. At Miriam's family's farm, Paul meets Clara Dawes, a young woman with, 
apparently, feminist sympathies who has separated from her husband, Baxter. 
 
After pressuring Miriam into a physical relationship, which he finds unsatisfying, Paul 
breaks with her as he grows more intimate with Clara, who is more passionate physically. 
But even she cannot hold him and he returns to his mother. When his mother dies soon 
after, he is alone. 
 

Main characters 

 
Paul Morel: The protagonist of the novel, Paul is a sensitive and artistic young man who 
struggles to find his place in the world. He has a difficult relationship with his mother, 
which affects his romantic relationships with women. 
 
Gertrude Morel: Paul's mother, Gertrude is a strong-willed woman who is dissatisfied 
with her life and her marriage. She lives vicariously through her children, especially Paul, 
and her emotional dependence on him causes tension in their relationship. 
 
Walter Morel: Paul's father, Walter is a coal miner who is abusive and often drunk. His 
relationship with Gertrude is strained, and he becomes increasingly resentful of his son as 
Paul grows up. 
 
Miriam Leivers: A young woman who becomes friends with Paul, Miriam is intelligent 
and sensitive, but also deeply religious. She struggles to reconcile her feelings for Paul 
with her religious beliefs. 
 
Clara Dawes: A married woman who has an affair with Paul, Clara is independent and 
unconventional. Her relationship with Paul is passionate, but ultimately doomed. 
 
 

Q. 16. Comment on the father son relationship in Sons and Lovers 

 

Ans. The father-son relationship in "Sons and Lovers" is a complex and fraught one, 

marked by resentment, anger, and a sense of unfulfilled expectations. Walter Morel, 

Paul's father, is a coal miner who is abusive and often drunk. He is unhappy with his life 

and his marriage to Gertrude, and he takes out his frustrations on his family. Paul, for his 

part, feels both a sense of obligation to his father and a deep resentment towards him. 
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Throughout the novel, we see the ways in which Walter's unhappiness and anger affect 

his relationship with his son. He is critical of Paul's interests and talents, dismissing his 

artistic pursuits as frivolous and impractical. He is also physically abusive towards Paul, 

hitting him on several occasions. This abuse has a lasting impact on Paul, causing him to 

struggle with feelings of shame and inadequacy. 

 

Despite Walter's faults, however, there are moments when he and Paul share a sense of 

connection and understanding. For example, in one scene, Walter takes Paul to see a 

horse race, and they bond over their shared love of the sport. This moment of 

camaraderie is short-lived, however, as Walter soon returns to his usual pattern of 

drinking and lashing out at his family. 

 

In many ways, Paul's relationship with his father is defined by a sense of unfulfilled 

potential. Walter sees in Paul a reflection of his own unrealized dreams and ambitions, 

and he projects onto his son a desire for success and accomplishment that he himself 

never achieved. Paul, for his part, feels a sense of obligation to his father, but also a deep 

frustration with his limitations and his inability to connect with him on a deeper level. 

 

The relationship between Walter and Paul is also shaped by the broader social and 

economic context in which they live. As a coal miner, Walter is part of a working-class 

community that is marked by poverty and hardship. He resents his low status in society, 

and he feels that his son's artistic pursuits are a reflection of a privileged and elitist 

worldview. Paul, for his part, struggles to reconcile his artistic ambitions with the reality 

of his working-class background, and he feels torn between his loyalty to his father and 

his desire to break free of the limitations of his upbringing. 

 

In the end, the relationship between Walter and Paul is marked by a sense of missed 

opportunities and unfulfilled potential. They are both trapped by their circumstances, 

unable to overcome the barriers that separate them from one another. The novel is a 

powerful meditation on the complexities of family relationships, and on the ways in 

which our social and economic context can shape our identities and our relationships 

with those around us. 

 

 

 

Q. 17. Why does Paul fail to achieve meaningful relationship with either 

Miriam or Clara in Sons and Lovers? [NU. 1993, 2006. 2011] 
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Or 

Write a note on the man-woman conflict in Sons and Lovers.  

 

Ans. In Sons and Lovers, the man-woman conflict is all pervasive. The novel begins with 

the conflict between Walter More and his wife, Gertrude. Subsequently, the major part of 

the novel is devoted to the conflict between Paul and Miriam and between Paul and 

Clara. According to Lawrence the conflict between man and woman arises from the fact 

that the civilized woman becomes the desperate antagonist of man, drawing from him his 

greatest asset, namely his manhood and his masculinity. A woman always tries to 

feminize a man and bring him under the control of her will. But Lawrence believes in the 

law of polarity. If two persons, coming in contact with each other in any form of mutual 

relationship, can achieve polarization, they can enjoy happiness. There should be no 

attempt to dominate or possess the other partner. 

 

Mrs. Gertrude Morel and Walter Morel fail to maintain their mutual understanding as 

husband and wife. This mutual incompatibility of the pair not only destroys the prospects 

of their personal happiness but also vitiates the lives of their children who come to 

despise their father and develop an unhealthy attachment with their mother. Mrs. Morel 

becomes frustrated in her married life and makes husband substitutes of her sons. 

 

Paul gets friendly with the romantic and ambitious Miriam. But Miriam is as desirous of 

having a complete hold on Paul as his mother. She, too, fails to achieve polarization. She 

wants to wheedle the life out of things. Paul appreciates her sense of judgement and 

romantic bent of mind, but resists her efforts to pocket him. The worst part of her 

domineering tendencies is that on account of her extreme religiosity and her sexual 

inhibition, she lacks the capacity to offer anything in return. Paul, too, seeks both 

intellectual inspiration and physical gratification from Miriam, but on account of strong 

mother-pull, he is incapable of arousing Miriam. Paul wants her body, but she only offers 

her soul. They go through a strange soul- soaking and soul sucking experience which 

takes them nowhere. Thus, Paul's relationship with Miriam is tortured and unsatisfactory. 

Paul comes to feel he should marry Miriam, yet there is always, at the back of Paul's 

conscience, the spirit of his mother and her domination of him. So the relationship with 

Miriam finally dwindles itself away in a completely unsatisfactory way. 

 

The relationship with Clara brings to Paul something of fulfilment. He finds with Clara 

the complete physical experience he regards essential in one's life. Clara, being all flesh 

and no intellect, makes no demand, to exercise a hold on Paul's soul. She can satisfy his 

passion without threatening his identity. She offers no rivalry to Mrs. Morel and is, 

therefore, more acceptable to her. For a while Paul and Clara appear to be perfectly happy 

together. But even this happiness proves to be deceptive. Clara lacks Miriam's spiritual 
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qualities. Paul, too, lacks the pure animality of Baxter Dawes. He feels stifled by Clara's 

inordinate demands for love-making. So the two soon tire of each other. Once more, Paul 

returns completely to his mother. 

 

Thus Paul under the influence of strong mother-pull, fails to achieve meaningful 

relationship with either Miriam or Clara. 

 

 

Q. 18. To what extent is Sons and Lovers an autobiographical novel? (DU. 

1992) 

Or, 

Bring out comment on the autobiographical elements in Sons and Lovers. (NU. 2000, 

2012)  

 

Ans. Sons and Lovers is a novel in which fact and fiction have been blended quite 

successfully. In it D.H. Lawrence makes a venture to reveal tactfully his own emotional 

crisis but this is in a strictly imited sense. We at least take it for a semi-autobiographical 

novel. 

 

The first autobiographical element may be traced in the setting of the novel. Bestwood is 

actually Eastwood, the village where Lawrence had been born and brought up. 

Lawrence's boyhood experience of aal mining in his native village has enabled him to 

give a very realistic description of the miners' life and doings. The hero of the novel, Paul 

Morel, the Midland miner's son is, in fact, Lawrence himself. Again Gertrude Morel and 

Walter Morel bear great resemblances to Lydia Lawrence and Arthur Lawrence. As Paul's 

mother in the novel, Lawrence's mother was a high minded and pious woman. 

Lawrence's mother hated dirt and drink, and poverty, and so does Paul's mother in the 

novel. 

 

The parents of Lawrence never enjoyed a happy conjugal life as in Sons and Lovers. As 

Gertrude Morel, Lydia, Lawrence's mother, also after her bitter frustration and acute 

dissatisfaction with her married life, transferred her affections to her sons, first to William 

Earnest and then to D.H. Lawrence. Similarly Gertrude makes her sons husband-

substitutes. The children unitedly stand against their father in favour of their mother. The 

excessively mother-pull dered the sons incapable of achieving a normal and perfect 

relationships with other women, either as wives or as lovers. 

 

Further, Paul resembles Lawrence in physic also. Like Paul, he was a weak and sickly 
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boy, and he became very close to his mother resembles Lawrence. Jessie Chambers was a 

dreamy girl as Miriam after a serious attack with Pneumonia. In his love-affair, too, Paul 

the novel is. In fact, most part of Paul Miriam relationship was witen directly under her 

supervision, and from the notes, supplied by her. 

 

Lawrence at a later time fell in love with a married woman named Alice Dax but this lady 

did not make any effort to retain this Lawrence at a later time fell in love with a married 

woman his with Lawrence. In the novel, we find Paul establishing sexual tionship with 

Clara Dawes who is very sensual. Eventually Clara Dawes breaks off her adulterous 

relationship with Paul just as Alice had broken her love-affair with Lawrence. Further, 

there is a close resemblance between the circumstances of the death of Paul's mother and 

that of Lawrence's mother. 

 

To sum up, Paul Morel resembles Lawrence in many respects but still the resemblance 

does not occur in every detail. The real autobiographical interest lies in the faithful 

portrayal of domestic friction, disintegration of family life and the unusual sexual relation 

of Lawrence with several women in his youth. 

 

 

Q. 19. Do you consider Walter Morel a tragic character? Justify your 

answer. [DU. 1987, 1994] 

Or, 

Examine and estimate Walter Morel as a tragic character. [DU. 1993, NU. 2013, 2016] 

Or, 

In Sons and Lovers, Walter Morel has been depicted as a pathetic figure who fails to 

command the respect of his family. How far is this statement true? [NU. 2004] 

 

Ans. Walter Morel, the miner, belongs to that class of common people who are devoid of 

intellectual facility, full of physical life closely in touch with the earth and rejoice in the 

life of nature. He is a healthy man, open and spontaneous in his responses to life, close to 

the primitive in his uninhabited delight in singing and dancing and drinking. His tragedy 

is that he has married a woman of a middleclass family, who loves ideas and looks down 

upon his instinctive physical life. 

 

In his youth Walter Morel was a man of action, sensuous and lively. He possessed a 

fascinating personality that cast a spell on Gertrude Morel when she met him at a 

Christmas party. His charming personality, manly figure and a sense of humour were all 

that attracted Gertrude Morel. The result was the love at first sight with a hasty marriage. 
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Walter Morel's marriage to Gertrude has been the unfortunate result of the romantic heat 

of the moment. Their natures are poles apart. Hence they have never been on good terms 

with each other. Their days of happiness are short-lived. No doubt, he tells lies to his wife 

about the house and the furniture, but they are innocent lies, aimed merely at hiding his 

poverty from a newly married and dearly loved wife. His wife insults him, treats him 

meanly, turns his children against him, and he reacts violently to it. Despite all this 

calculated cruelty, he continues to love his wife and shows his genuine concern when she 

is hurt, or when she is about to die. 

 

Mr. Walter Morel, has real love for his sons, even though they have always sided with 

their mother and have always been eager to come to blows with him. He loves William 

with all the largeness of his heart, and even long after his death cannot pass by the 

cemetery in which he was buried or the office where he worked. During Paul's illness, he 

is genuinely concerned for him, and visits him in his bedroom full of solicitude for him. 

As a matter of fact, his heart hungers for the love of his wife and children but this is 

denied to him, only because he has a rugged exterior and unpolished manner. It is this 

lack of sympathy, the constant complaints of his wife and her efforts at improving him 

that send him to the pub and make a drunkard of an essentially noble man. 

 

To sum up, Walter Morel is a typical miner with a miner's poverty and a miner's 

roughness and want of polish. By the end of the novel, he becomes a pathetic figure. 

Gradually he is alienated from his family, and fails to command that respect and 

authority which the head of a family should normally enjoy. With the death of his wife he 

becomes a derelict, a wretched figure, doomed to a lonely old age. 

 

 

 

Q. 20. Discuss Lawrence's treatment of love and marriage in Sons and 

Lovers. [T.NU. 1995, 2003, NU. 2013, 2015]  

Or, 

Comment on the themes of love, sex and marriage in Sons and Lovers. 

 

Ans. Sons and Lovers opens with a picture of the marriage of Walter Morel and Gertrude 

Morel. Mrs. Morel was attracted to Morel by his manly figure, his sensuous, non-

intellectual warmth of life and his charming personality with wonderful sense of humour. 

She marries him and love, sex and marriage are brought together for a moment in a way 
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they never are again in the novel. Problems arise because of other considerations 'higher 

than sensuality. Mrs. Morel, Paritan, tries to reform her husband; when she fails, she 

begins to hate him and tries again, first with William and then with Paul. Mrs. Morel 

turns from the father to her children for love and this 

 

introduces into the novel the theme of the Oedipus complex. The main movement of the 

novel, from the point of view of love, however, concerns Paul's development away from 

the obsession with his seems to offer love but she is unable to offer herself physically. We 

feel Paul's frustration increasing as he continues his relationship with this soulful and 

awkward girl. All their activities together as 'Lad- and-girl' rest uncomfortably on 

Miriam's sexlessness. Even when Paul tries to teach her algebra, and becomes angry when 

she is slow at understanding, his anger has a sexual quality that implies the frustration of 

the relationship. 

 

Clara is Paul's next attempt at love. From the first moment Clara is presented as a 

physical being, in opposition to Miriam, and as extremely sexual. Paul tells Miriam that 

what he likes about Clara is that "there's a sort of fierceness somewhere in her". That is, 

Clara is passion while Miriam is frigidity. Inevitably Paul is attracted to this passion. He 

himself is intensely physical, as even Miriam recognises, and he becomes fascinated by 

Clara's bodily figure, her beautiful appearance; her bare shoulders and arms and her 

curves have a special fascination for him. But Clara fails to satisfy Paul for any length of 

time. Though she satisfied Paul's importunate physical desires, she cannot satisfy his soul.  

 

Besides the relationships of Paul, we also see the sexuality of William, which is largely 

rendered negative by his mother. Some clear hints are dripped about Leonard's desire for 

Annie and about Arthur's passion for Beatrice. We have already seen that Mrs. Morel's 

passion for her husband is a basic question underlying the novel. This sexuality in the 

novel has been stressed because the whole purpose of the book, the tracing of Paul's 

development, almost seems to get taken over by the development of his sex-life. 

Nonetheless the novel concerns love. In Lawrence love and sex are almost identical, one 

seems impossible without the other. 

 

To sum up, Sons and Lovers is an adolescent novel in that it deals with the problem of a 

young man. As a result, although the possibility of marriage does appear briefly on Paul's 

horizon, the central issues are sex and love and his development can be estimated in 

terms of women, beginning with his mother. 
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The Grass is Singing  

By Doris Lessing 

 

 

Doris May Lessing was a British-Zimbabwean novelist. She was born to British parents 

in Iran, where she lived until 1925. Her family then moved to Southern Rhodesia, 

where she remained until moving in 1949 to London, England. Her novels include The 

Grass Is Singing (1950), the sequence of five novels collectively called Children of 

Violence (1952–1969), The Golden Notebook (1962), The Good Terrorist (1985), and five 

novels collectively known as Canopus in Argos: Archives (1979–1983). 

 

Introduction : 

"The Grass is Singing" is a novel by Doris Lessing that explores the life of a white farming 

family in Southern Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe) during the 1940s. The story follows the life 

of Mary Turner, a white woman who marries a poor farmer named Dick Turner and 

moves to his farm to live with him. 

 

Mary struggles to adapt to the harsh and isolating environment of the farm and soon 

becomes bored and unhappy with her life. She begins to have an affair with a black 

servant named Moses and becomes increasingly disenchanted with her husband and her 

marriage. 

 

As tensions between the white and black communities rise, Mary becomes increasingly 

isolated and alienated from those around her. She sinks deeper into despair and madness, 

and eventually commits a violent act that leads to her own death. 

 

The novel explores themes of race, gender, power, and identity, and is considered a 

powerful commentary on the social and political tensions of colonial Africa. It is also a 

powerful exploration of the human psyche, and the ways in which isolation and despair 

can drive a person to the brink of madness. Overall, "The Grass is Singing" is a haunting 

and thought-provoking work that continues to resonate with readers today. 

 

 

Major Characters: 

 

Mary Turner: The main character of the novel, Mary is a white woman who marries Dick 

Turner and moves to his farm in Southern Rhodesia. She struggles to adapt to the harsh 

and isolating environment of the farm and becomes increasingly unhappy and 
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disenchanted with her life. She has an affair with a black servant named Moses and 

eventually commits a violent act that leads to her own death. 

 

Dick Turner: Mary's husband, Dick is a poor farmer who owns the farm where they live. 

He is a simple man who loves his wife but struggles to understand her and the changing 

social and political landscape of colonial Africa. 

 

Moses: A black servant who works on the Turner farm, Moses is a complex character who 

is both respected and feared by the other characters in the novel. He has an affair with 

Mary but ultimately distances himself from her and the violent events that unfold. 

 

Charlie Slatter: A white neighbor and friend of Dick's, Charlie is a racist and misogynistic 

man who embodies the worst aspects of colonial society. He is a catalyst for much of the 

violence and tension in the novel. 

 

Betty Byrd: A white woman who works as a journalist in Southern Rhodesia, Betty is a 

symbol of the changing times and the growing resistance to colonial rule. She is a friend 

of Mary's and serves as a foil to the other white characters in the novel. 

 

 

Q. 21. The colonial situation in The Grass is Singing highlights significant 

issues of race, poverty, and class conflict. Do you agree? [DU. MA. 1994] 

 

Or, 

Discuss The Grass is Singing as a colonial novel. [DU. MA. 1996, NU. 2014] 

Or, 

Discuss Doris Lessing's treatment of race-relationship in The Grass in Singing. [DU. 

MA. 1999] , 

Or 

Discuss the treatment of black African characters in The Grass is Singing. [DU. 2003] 

Or 

Or, 

Singing?-Elucidate. [NU. 2013] The Grass is Singing deals with the theme of 

Colonialism. Elucidate. [NU. 2016] 

 

 

Ans. Doris Lessing's novel The Grass is Singing is set in Southern Rhodesia, now called 

Zimbabwe in southern Africa during the late 1940s. It deals with racial conflicts between 

the whites and the blacks in that country. 
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The novel highlights a strange, foreboding universe of the 1940s British colonial 

Rhodesia-miles of the expanding bush country, sparsely populated by white farmer 

owners and black farm labourers. There is always a kind of silent contempt and hatred 

between the races-that of he white masters for their servants' lazy, barbaric ways and that 

of black servants' for their master's brutality and cruelty catches the reader's attention on 

every page. 

 

Dick and Mary Turner are an isolated, self-exiled couple on a small farm surrounded by 

the savannah and an incessant insect drone of the grass. The Turners live a life of poor 

whites in a dilapidated house, employing a score of native blacks helping with the farm 

work. 

 

Dick and Mary are somewhat cold and distant from each other but are committed to their 

marriage. Dick and Mary live together an apolitical life mired in poverty. When Dick gets 

sick Mary takes over the management of the farm and rages at the incompetence of her 

husband's farm practice. To Mary, the farm exists only to make money, while Dick goes 

about farming in a more idealistic way. 

 

Mary is overtly racist, believing that the whites should be masters over the native blacks. 

Dick and Mary both often complain about the lack of work ethic among the natives that 

work on their farm. While Dick is rarely cruel to the workers that work for them; Mary is 

quite cruel. She treats herself as their master and superior. She shows contempt for the 

natives and finds them disgusting and animal-like. She lets them work harder, reduces 

their break-time, and arbitrarily takes money from their pay. Her hatred of natives results 

in her whipping the face of a worker because he speaks to her in English, telling he 

stopped work for a drink of water. This worker, named Moses, comes to be a very 

important person in Mary's life when he is taken to be a servant for the house. 

 

As the days pass by, Dick and Mary are seen to be in a condition of deterioration. Mary 

often suffers from depression. In her frailty, Mary ends up relying more and more on 

Moses. As she becomes weaker, she finds herself feeling endearment towards Moses. 

However, Mary is murdered by Moses, and act of long simmering revenge for her having 

struck him, and then Moses settles down to await the arrival of the police and his 

punishment. 

 

Thus, Doris Lessing has marvellously shown the bitter and serious consequences of racial 

conflicts in the then African country Rhodesia. 
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Q. 22. Justify the title of the novel, The Grass is Singing.  

 

Ans. The title of Doris Lessing's novel, The Grass is Singing, has been taken from a line in 

T.S. Eliot's famous poem, The Waste Land, section V (What the Thunder Said). 

 

The Waste Land succeeds eminently in presenting to us the sordidness and degeneration 

of the early twentieth century Western civilization. The last section of the poem, 'What the 

Thunder Said' marks the end of the wasted time and the beginning of a new life after 

sacrificial death. It is one of the more jubilant and reviving images used in this section 

dealing with destruction's power over growth. 

 

The Grass is Singing is a bleak and terrifying analysis of a failed marriage, the febrile 

neurosis of white sexuality, and the fear of black power and energy that Lessing saw as 

underlying the white colonial experience of Africa. The novel shows the tragic decline of 

Mary and Dick Turner's fortunes and this becomes a metaphor for the whole white 

presence in Africa. 

 

The man she marries, after a brief courtship, Dick Turner, is a white farmer struggling to 

make his farm profitable. She moves with him to his farm and supports the house, while 

Dick manages the labour of the farm. 

 

When she takes over the running of the Turner farm, she whips one of the natives, and is 

harsh in treating the workforce. She is impatient with the houseboys who come to work in 

the kitchen, and is a virtual slave torturer, finding fault with them every time. 

 

The "mission boy" Moses is Mary's houseboy now. He is the same young man she had 

lashed across the face with her whip two years ago on the farm. He is polite, gentle and 

caring. He speaks to her with an "easy familiarity" that Mary resents. Mary develops a 

fatal sexual relationship with Moses and she starts considering him as a human being, a 

taboo in the whiteman's society in colonial Africa. 

 

Moses murders Mary and surrenders himself to the police. He has avenged himself on the 

Englishman and in the process, he symbolizes the black African's revenge on the 

Whiteman for all the insults, humiliation and atrocities heaped on them through 

centuries. Lessing clearly depicts the racial conflicts between the white farmers and their 

native workers and also the intrigues and jealousy of the whites among themselves. 

 

The novel thus amply proves the triumph of destruction over growth as indicated by T.S. 

Eliot in his analysis of the modern civilisation. It also highlights the weaknesses, failures 
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and injustice of the white colonial rule in the dark continent of Africa. Thus, the title of 

the novel, The Grass is Singing is quite appropriate, for it is set in a parched landscape. 

 

  

Q. 23. The novel The Grass is Singing is a story of failed marriage - 

Discuss 

 

Ans. The Grass is Singing, written by Doris Lessing, is a powerful novel that explores the 

breakdown of a marriage in colonial Southern Rhodesia. Set against the backdrop of racial 

segregation, poverty, and prejudice, the novel tells the story of Mary Turner, a white 

woman who marries a farmer named Dick Turner. However, the marriage is doomed 

from the start, and ultimately leads to Mary's tragic downfall. 

 

One of the main reasons for the failure of Mary and Dick's marriage is their inability to 

communicate effectively with one another. From the very beginning of their relationship, 

there is a lack of intimacy and connection between them. Mary is emotionally distant and 

detached, while Dick is rough and uncommunicative. As a result, they are unable to 

establish a strong emotional bond, and their marriage becomes a loveless and lonely 

union. 

 

Furthermore, their marriage is also marked by a power imbalance. Dick is the dominant 

partner in the relationship, and Mary is relegated to a subordinate position. This power 

dynamic is exacerbated by the racial divide between them, with Dick being white and 

Mary being a member of the lower class. This puts Mary in a vulnerable position, as she is 

entirely dependent on Dick for her financial security and social status. 

 

As the novel progresses, the tension between Mary and Dick reaches a breaking point. 

Mary becomes increasingly frustrated with her life on the farm, which is isolated and 

monotonous. She longs for excitement and stimulation, but Dick is content with the status 

quo. Mary's growing restlessness leads her to have an affair with a black servant named 

Moses, which further destabilizes her relationship with Dick. 

 

Mary's infidelity is the ultimate catalyst for the breakdown of her marriage. Dick is 

deeply wounded by her betrayal, and he becomes increasingly hostile and abusive 

towards her. Mary's mental state deteriorates rapidly, and she begins to spiral out of 

control. She becomes paranoid and delusional, imagining that her black servants are 

plotting against her. Ultimately, her marriage to Dick ends in tragedy, as she is driven to 

commit a terrible act of violence. 



47 
20th Century Novel Handnotes by Biplob Prodhan - EDNOUB Foundation 

www.ednoub.com 

 

In conclusion, The Grass is Singing is a powerful novel that explores the failure of a 

marriage in colonial Southern Rhodesia. Mary and Dick's relationship is marked by a lack 

of emotional intimacy, a power imbalance, and ultimately, infidelity. These factors 

combine to create a toxic environment that leads to the breakdown of their marriage and 

Mary's tragic downfall. The novel offers a powerful critique of the social and racial 

structures that underpin colonialism, and it also offers a compelling portrait of a woman 

struggling to find her place in a world that offers her no real agency or autonomy. 

 

Q. 24. Discuss the setting of the novel The Grass is Singing  

 

Ans. The Grass is Singing is a novel written by Doris Lessing, published in 1950. The 

story is set in Southern Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe), during the 1940s, a time when the 

country was still under British colonial rule. The novel takes place on a remote farm in the 

bushveld, far away from the urban centers and the main colonial settlements. 

 

The protagonist of the novel is a white woman named Mary Turner, who is trapped in an 

unhappy marriage to a white farmer named Dick Turner. The Turners live on a remote 

farm, which is surrounded by vast stretches of empty land. The setting of the novel is 

characterized by a sense of isolation and detachment from the world beyond the farm. 

The Turners' farm is described as "an island in a sea of grass," which emphasizes their 

sense of isolation and confinement. 

 

The natural environment plays an important role in the setting of the novel. The grassy 

plains and the rugged hills that surround the farm are depicted as harsh and unforgiving, 

with the heat and dryness of the African sun beating down relentlessly on the landscape. 

The natural environment is both beautiful and dangerous, with the flora and fauna of the 

region contributing to the sense of isolation and vulnerability that the characters feel. The 

landscape is depicted as vast and unyielding, with the people who live there at the mercy 

of the elements. 

 

The racial and social hierarchies of colonial Southern Rhodesia are also an important part 

of the setting of the novel. The Turners, as white farmers, occupy a position of privilege 

and power in the society, while the African workers who work on their farm are depicted 

as being subservient and oppressed. The novel explores the complex relationships that 

exist between the white settlers and the indigenous population, with Lessing offering a 

nuanced portrayal of the tensions and conflicts that arise from these relationships. 

 

The setting of the novel is also characterized by a sense of decay and decline. The Turners' 

farm, which was once prosperous and thriving, is now in a state of disrepair, with the 



48 
20th Century Novel Handnotes by Biplob Prodhan - EDNOUB Foundation 

www.ednoub.com 

buildings and machinery falling apart and the land becoming less fertile. This decline is 

symbolic of the larger decline of the colonial enterprise in Africa, with the novel offering a 

critique of the destructive effects of colonialism on both the colonizers and the colonized. 

 

In conclusion, the setting of The Grass is Singing is an essential element of the novel, with 

the isolation, harshness, and beauty of the natural environment, the racial and social 

hierarchies of colonial Southern Rhodesia, and the sense of decline and decay all 

contributing to the overall mood and tone of the story. The novel offers a powerful 

critique of colonialism, while also exploring the complex relationships that exist between 

different groups of people in a colonial society. 
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